rjRITISH Eurapean Ainvays will 
^ not accept mat! or freight for 
Tel Aviv until further notice. British 
Overseas Airways Corporation will 
not accept any Israel-bound freight 
from anywhere for the next 48 hours, 
as we write on February 23. 

This embargo is a direct con¬ 
sequence of the crash of a Swissair 
Coronado airliner which crashed 
following an explosion which took 
place within 15 minutes of take-off 
from Zurich for Tel Aviv on Satur- 
day night 47 people were killed, 
but Mr. Shin well, ever-so-veteran 
Labour MP, declares the BEA- 
BOAC decision is ‘stupid and 
cowardly*. He wasn’t thinking of 
flying to Te! Aviv himself just now. 

On the same evening, an Austrian 
plane flying from Frankfurt to Israel 
had to turn back because of a bomb 
explosion in its mail compartment. 

It looks as if Arab guerilla attacks 
on Israeh bound aircraft are stepping 
up and it may be taken that this is 
a direct consequence of the attack 
by the IsraeU air force on a steel 
works near Cairo last w^eek, when 
74 civilians were killed by napalm 
and explosive bombs. Because this 
attack had been made in error. 
Israers military bossman, Moshc 
Dayan, notified the Egyptian author¬ 
ities of some time-bombs that had 
also been dropped, giving Egyptian 
sappers the time to defuse them. 
But the attack had been mounted 
against Egyptian military installa- 
tioiis along the (present) Egyptian- 
tsmeh bo/der, wfikh is virtually the 
Suez CanaL as a consequence of 
continued Egyptian artillery bom¬ 
bardments of Israeli positions. 

THE DEAL WITH RUSSIA 

These Israeli positions are of 
course not on Israeli territory pro¬ 
per. but are where they are as a 
consequence of the famous six-day 
war of June 1967. when the Israelis 
attacked and overwhelmingly de¬ 
feated the Egyptian army and 
destroyed the E^ptian air force on 
the ground. This action was taken 
by the Israelis as a consequence of 
the threats and hate-propaganda 
continualiy put out by the Arabs in 
general and General Nasser in par¬ 
ticular. in which he threatened per¬ 
sonally to push all the Israelis into 
the sea. 

In June 1967. Nasser raised the 
ante by cutting off access for Israeli 
ships to the port of Eilat on the Red 
Sea. and as a consequence of their 


The Nome of the Game 
is Consequences 


provocative action and aU the sabre- 
rattling and all that, the Israelis 
took the Egyptian army apart, 
Nasser had been able to make so 
much noise and to get himself taken 
seriously as a con^uence of having 
done a deal with the Workers* 
Fatherland, or Imperial Russia, as 
it should properly be known. This 
deal starleil off by Nasser's accept¬ 
ing aid in the building of the Aswan 
Dam—a big barrier across the Nile 
which was going to provide water 
and elecirjc power to transfomi 
large parts of the Nile Valley from 
an arid desert into an industrial 
desert just like the developed 
nations, while other areas would 
have some irrigation for the first 
time. The Russians were able to 
move in on this as a consequence 
of the British being bloody stupid 
and refusing to help the Egyptians, 
because the British wanted them to 
remain a backward nation and thus 
be for ever a market for British 
goods and dependent on the British 
economy, and on British protection 
against their enemies. But the Egyp¬ 
tians had come to think of the 
British as their biggest enemy, and 
thinking that *my enemy’s enemy is 
my friend*, they embraced the 
Russians. 

As a consequence of getting in on 
the economic aid, with the Aswan 
Dam for instance, the Russians were 
able to get in on the military aid as 
well, for they would dearly love to 
get a good military foothold in the 
oily and strategically important 
Middle East. So they sold lots and 
lots of guns and tanks and airplanes 
to the Egyptian army which had 
never seen such sophisticated things 
before, and thinking they must auto¬ 
matically be world-beaters with such 
stuff they began beating their chests 
and doing the war dance. But their 
chests turned out to be the only 


things they could beat, because, 
after all. the poor blotxiy E^ptians 
had been educated by the British for 
a hundred years and didn’t know 
their arses from their elbows, let 
alone how to get a Mig off the 
ground, 

INTO THE REFUGEE CAMPS 

The Israelis, on the other hand, 
were smart guys. They arc not really 
a Mid die-Eastern, desert peasant 
people at all; they are Europeans 
and Americans who have gone to 
live there and that means they know 
how to use the weapons of mass 
murder and all the sophisticated 
ironmongery that the Americans and 
the British and the French had sold 
to them to balance the crap the 
Russians were selling to the Arabs. 
Not only that, but they have a story 
in their holy book about David and 
Goliath, and they have been waiting 
two thousand yearijo re-enact it. 
^nd as a having been 

dispersed over the fac^ of the known 
world and being a minority which 
insisted on being God's chosen 
people everywhere they went, thus 
making themselves thoroughly un¬ 
popular and so getting kicked 
around—as a consequence of all 
this, they had in the first place 
pushed their way into Palestine and 
changed its name to Israel (oh. all 
right then, back to Israel) and were 
bloody determined to stay there. As 
a consequence of the way they had 
pushed their way in. however, and 
of setting up a State of Israel to give 
themselves power, domination and 
gaffer’s rights over all the land, they 
had pushed hundreds of thousands 
of Arabs out of their only known 
homes into refugee camps. 

Now you would have thought that 
if any p^ple in the world would not 
want to have anything to do with 
refugee camps—it would be the 


NO HOME FOR CATHY 



T he latest housing figures 
show that, in J969, 40,000 fewer 
houses were completed in this opuntry. 
Wilson's ejeciioii promises have now 
been revealed for what they are—a fraud. 
Thousands of homeless families, and 
millions now hvmg in slums, will just 
have to stay that way—kicked in the 
teeth by capiiaJism again. The 'white 
hoe heat of the technological revolution' 
has brought little change to the slums 
of London, Birmiogham and Glasgow. 

But is there really a shorlage of 
houses? Just look at th^ property pages 
of the posh Sunday papers—^there you 
will see hundreds of b^utiful homes for 
sale—sometimes costing as much as 
£50,000. Who buys these? Look around 
your own city-^o you not see large 
mansions lying empty? Why? 

The entire key to the housing problem 
lies in the ever-increasing spiral of io- 
lerest rates. British capitalism is oHcring 
high returns on investments in an attempt 
to prevent the Hood of capital to areas 
of the world where returns are greater. 
Thus, it becomes more and more expen¬ 
sive to borrow money. Local councils— 
even when they want to (and there are 
plenty of Toty councils who don't)— 


simply cannot afford to build any more 
homes. As mortgage Interests soar, fewer 
and fewer people can afford to buy their 
own homes. 

Jq many cities now, half the municipal 
revenue goes on inte/e&t. This means 
that instead of rents and rates on existing 
hou-ses going to build more, the money 
goes to the investor, Rotten for the slum 
dweller—lovely for the capitalist. Who 
are these investors who thus increase 
profit in direct proportion to the increase 
in human misery? 

In London, for example, one of the 
principal lenders of money to the GLC 
is that benefactor of the people'—the 
Prudential Insurance Company. It 
amounts to the 'Man from the Prudentiar 
being the landlord for millions. Banks, 
insurance companies, investment trusts^ 
all seek after the municipal coffers. Few 
people can ever afford to invest—beyond 
a couple of Premium Bonds and the 
local Co-op—and thus rarely read the 
business sections of the capitalist press. 
For there, you may read the adverts 
placed by local councils asking the rich 

to put thefr loot into 'City of-Bonds’ 

—offering interest rates of as much as 

10 %. 


But, you will ask, can't the Govern¬ 
ment do something about this bonanza 
for the weU-heeled. Well, the Govern¬ 
ment itself is cashing in very nicely, 
thank you. When the Government lends 
money to local authorities, it is now 
charging around 10%, New election 
slogan—10% for Oncle Harold? 

Capitalism can produce everything in 
abundance, from paper knickers to a 
plastic San la Claus. The one thing it 
won’t do is give you a decent home. The 
short teim solution is for the homeless 
and the slLuri dweller lo act for lljcni- 
selvea, attacking local councils, slum 
landlords, etc. Sc^uatting is one way of 
making sure that thuse £50,BOO houses 
go to those who need them—and nol to 
those who can afford them. Die anar¬ 
chist movement in eveiy' part of the 
country stands ready to assist families 
In this struggle. 

But a final and lasting solution depends 
OQ the estabhsbmooi of a society in 
which the profit motive Ja abolished and 
that can be achieved only by a workers' 
revolution based on anarchist principles. 

Un S. SUTHERiAW. 


Jews, But it is om thing to be 
pushed into a refugee camp and 
another to push someone else into 
one. And if there is one thing that 
the wandering Jews had learned 
from their long sojourn among the 
Christians, it is that turning the 
other cheek does not pay. that you 
have lo hate your enemies, that be¬ 
fore you can turn your swords into 
ploughshares, you have to use them 
to get hold of the land you want lo 
plough, that thou shall kill and 
covet. As a direct consequence of 
how they have been treated in the 
past, the Jews have become bloody* 
minded Israelis, As a direct con¬ 
sequence of that, poor, simple, de¬ 
prived peasants who made the mis¬ 
take of being born Arabs have been 
turned into nationalistic lunatics, 
baying for the wrong peoples* blood, 

FROM EMPIRE TO CURTAINS 

And the whole mess in the Middle 
East is a consequence of British 
double - dealing in the days of 


Empire, when the Suez Canal was 
our life-line to India, when the 
earlier, gentler. Zionists and the 
simpler, more patient Arabs were all 
promised Palestine as a national 
home, when Aircraftsman Shaw, 
better known as Lawrence of Arabia, 
used the Arabs and their horses for 
British Imperial Preference* and 
when the wogs could all be brought 
to heel with a gunboat up their canal. 

As a consequence of those happy 
days the Israelis and the Arabs are 
looking down their gun-sights mto 
each other's homes tonight; civilian 
workers die as a result of an error 
of calculation, and airliner passen¬ 
gers in a far-off land die as a result 
of a calculation being only too 
bloody accurate. 

As a consequence of how they 
have all been used in the past—they 
are allowing themselves to be used 
in a mad and suicidal way in the 
present. The consequences could be 
curtains tor the rest ol us. 

JUSTIN ^ 


Open the FOes! 


ARE IN daiiger of becoming a 
classified oation, aU tabulated, re¬ 
corded and neatly put away in our little 
boxes. Every civil servant, polite clerk 
and bureaucrat has his files in which he 
accumulates all the letters, memoranda 
and laundry lists which documeni the 
fact that he has existed to put forward 
this mass of verbiage which adds to the 
mountain of paper which yearly den odea 
the forest areas of the world. The mven- 
lion of the computer has provided yet 
another maw to feed with records and 
build an empire for some bureaucrat. 

It has long been recognised that to 
achieve a free society and destroy the 
state wc must destroy the documents. 
(In America draft files were destroyed 
by buckets of manure—but this is not 
so easily acquired.) Another altemativc 
presents itself, A precedent was set a 
few years ago when the secrets of the 
Regional Seats of Government were 
blazoned abroad by a group on the 
fringe of the Committee of 100. There 
is additional pleasure in printing 'Top 
Secret' irtformation when it is known 


that Top Secret' itself is a degraded 
term and has been superseded by higher 
ranks of secrecy. 

Now students at Warwick University 
have Learned through e?iamining docu¬ 
ments in an unlocked file that the Univer¬ 
sity was keeping watch on the political 
opinions and activities of the members of 
the University; They accordingly dupli¬ 
cated and distributed the information. 

An injunct ion has been served upon 
Warwick students to restrain them from 
publishing or making use of any of the 
documcnis Tound', The Titms point! 
out. however, that the Jaw of injunction! 
does not apply to other parties than those 
involved—one seems to have heard of 
this view expressed about squatting, and 
case law changed all that! 

Of course we all know it is highly 
improbable that Midland Industrialists 
and right-wing politicians would put 
prcisure upon Universilies to ensure that 
only students of impeccable politi^^l 
opinions would dear the hurdles of an 
academic career We know it is unlikely 
Continueil on page I 


MILITANTS ARRESTED 


IN A SERIES of night-time raids police 
* rounded up several ex-squatiers in 
connexion with the Brighton squat of 
last summer. This is said to have taken 
place a week last Friday, when many 
militants up and down the country are 
believed lo have been picked up. 

Four arrests took place in the Man¬ 
chester area alone. Among those taken 
in here w^as one bloke, who has been 
systematically grilled and pressed by 
police, not only to make statements about 
the squat, but also to comment upon 
the chamcicr and activities of some of 
Maochester's leading anarchists and 
militnnts. 

One of those poum^ on here was 
19-ycar-otd ‘Buz’ from Middleton, Lancs,, 
where he lives with his parents. 'Buz‘. a 
member of the North West Workers, has 


recently sent articles to FRtf.iXJM on the 
local industrial stniggle, In the last year 
he has devoted himself to helping the 
homeless and in recent months be has 
shouldered the thankless job of alerting 
his follow workers to the slinking condi¬ 
tions under which they work. At the 
time of his arrest he was actively in¬ 
volved in plans to improve the jiay and 
conditions of his workmates. 

This keen young militant, though well 
equipped with four A’ le\^ls. had chosen 
to work as a factory hand He will cer¬ 
tainly have the support of his family in 
any difflcultres he may meet in connexion 
with this case. 

However, since the case could well turn 
out nasty, it may be best to form a com- 
mittec in order to provide extra backing. 

North West Workers. 









niere Ain’t No fuslice 


L ondon transport has always 

opcmted on the simple principle of 
when in doubt rat on your lowest-paid 
worker. As ii way of liTc it has little to 
commend it but in the field of worker/ 
tniployer relations it has alw^ays suc> 
coeded for the screams of the hired help 
will no longer offend afheial ears once 
the doors of the Labour Exchange swing 
closed. It is a vicious and an evil way 
of working for it makes a nasty joke of 
aft those public-spirited advertisements 
that London Transport love to decorate 
the public wail space with, for the w-orse 
the scrv'icc the bigger the slogan. London 
Transport has always loved to play 
around with the themes of loyalty and 
public service and in Ihcir behaviour to 
the public and their owti staff they make 
a mockery of these proclaimed virtues. 

The fault of this system lies in the 
fact that, as with all State or monopoly 
capitalistic organisations, it finally bc- 
come.'i a haven for whey-faced clerks 
and office-seekers and no man dare 
accept the responsibility for the faults 
or the misfortunes of those over whom 
he has responsibility for the buck must 
always be passed and the only men or 
women who cannot pass it on are the 
lowest-paid rank and file workers. It is 
a system that in a time of mass unem- 
ployment workcd but now its fra i 1 ty 
becomes all too apparent for. with a 
choice of employment, men and women 


aic refusing to stand like children and 
be publicly humilrated for fear of losing 
the weekly pay packet. Officials are 
punched when anger can no longer be 
contained and buses are left crcwless at 
the side of the road ns a swift answer 
to some banal argument. For that we 
all suffer, not least the unfortunate wor¬ 
ker vainly trying to get heme at the end 
of his or her equally dismal w'orking 
day. And of those who soldier on with 
an indifferent shrug to the London 
Transport and the travelling public they 
arc but a company of cynics of the 
school of Antisthenes, wise in the evils 
of their fellow-men and accepting the 
corruption of those in office and con¬ 
temptuous not only of their acts but of 
their public statements. 

Donald Douglas is a 29-ycar-old 
Jamaican London bus conductor and he 
can Indy challenge the value of the 
courts and the help of his employer for 
w'hcn assaults on busmen and women 
have led to strikes and useless protests 
he has had to learn his lesson the hard 
way and one doubts if it is a lesson that 
will he easily forgotten. Lawrence Hen- 
ncssy is a boyo who loves his drink and 
that in itself is no crime, for do we all 
not love the old glass or two^ but when 
the No. 36 bus with Douglas conducting 
it pulled up at his bus stop Hen ness y 
made his complaint that the bus was 
late. Douglas, true to the LTE tradition. 


apologized that the bus was running late 
and Hennessy, with the old beer talking, 
gave him a mouthful There the matter 
should have ended but when our beery 
boyo came downstairs he kicked the 
conductor in the back, pulled the con¬ 
ductor's lie in an effort to get him off 
the bus, pulled off the conductor's shoe 
as he tried to fend Hennessy off and 
then jumped on the conductors back as 
he bent to pick up his shoe. 

tl was at this lurid point in time that 
Douglas, the Jamaicfirt bus conductor, 
decided to defend himself and he took 
off his ticket machine and clouted Happy 
ftennessy with it Both men were taken 
to hospital and alter treatment the con¬ 
ductor was allowed to leave while Happy 
Hennessy was detained with head in¬ 
juries and in all probability become the 
Playboy of the Wards. 

London Transport held their usual 
inquiry and Donald Douglas, the 29- 
ycar-olci Jamaican bus conductor, was 
cleared of all blame by his employers 
sitting in their role of do-it-yourself 
judge and jury. One would have be¬ 
lieved that these employers would then 
have demanded a punitive revenge on 
the man who attacked their employee 
but this was not so, for a bemused bus 
conductor found himself standing in the 
Lambeth dock, facing a magistrate who 
handed him a sentence of six months" 
imprisonment, suspended for two years* 


JUSTICE APPEARS TO BE DONE 


T AST THURSDAY my ease against 
^ Inspector Smythe who first twisted 
my arm to a point of unbearable pain 
while T was chained to the statue of 
CuChulain last August 9 in symbolic 
jwotest about the appalling housing con¬ 
ditions in Dublin, and then when I said 
in my ordinary^ voice *You wll break 
my wrist’, slapped my face and said, *I 
will break your bloody neck", was heard. 
1 sued him for assault. 

The ease was for 2 o’clock. My 

Solicitor was not there. I asked for 
adiournment The very hostile magi- 
Jraie refused saying he could not have 
time of the court wasted and it 
was not his fault, so I was left to conduct 
my own" c^e agamsf one of Dublin’s 
leading Counsefs, 

The next fracas was when f said 
1 did not fake oaths, J affirmed. I was 
told by the clerk unless I swore my 
case would be dismissed against me, 
so protesting it was a.gajnst my con¬ 
science, T took the oath. 

At first the magistrate boiled with 
hostility, but in desperation f called 
Super]nicndeni Kennedy as one of MY 
witnesses. Kennedy went purple in the 
face with surprise. He loathes me 


and is a beast, BUT he is a just beast 
and he does NOT lie on oath. I 
forced him to admit J was NEVER 
violent and that 1 never used abusive 
nor obscene language. 

The magistrate’s attitude to me began 
to change. When one of Smythe’s wit¬ 
nesses, a very young garda^ swore 
Smythe had never been nearer to the 
statue than 10 feet, this after Smythe 
himself had said he had not seen chains 
but might have accidentally pulled some¬ 
one who was chained, one could feel 
the magistrate wavering. He asked the 
young man, *Are you seriously suggesting 
that this very well-known elderly lady 
is deliberately lying and perjuring her¬ 
self and has bribed all her witnesses 
to do the same?" 

The young fool said he was, The 
magistrate said *Why?" and the garda 
answered *1 suppose she docs not like 
the gardai\ The magistrate shrugged his 
shoulders. Smythe himself had admitted 
that when I went to him when he 
was standing back against the wall and 
asked his name my wrist was very 
inflamed. 

My Solicitor arrived about now. His 
secretary had booked the wrong dale. 
He asked Smythe, *Are you really ex¬ 


pecting me to believe that when 
my client cam© to you, asked your 
name and told you she was going to 
sue you for assaidt, if you were innocent 
you did not ev® say, "Madam I have 
never been near you. It is a ease of 
mistaken identity”, but just remained 
absolutely silent?* Smythe had nothing to 
reply to this. 

In the heel of the hunt the magistrate 
dismissed the ease, BUT when the 
Gordai Counset asked for costs he 
said, *Undcr na cfrcum.stances will I 
award them, certainly not* 

So though no garda has ever lost 
a case this Amounted to 'Not Guilty, 
but do not do it again* and as they 
employed Counsel they will have about 
£100 to payLwhile I have not jd. to 
pay as my Solicitor said he was so 
certain that 1 was speaking the exact 
truth would I please accept his services 
as a present J 

I feel 1 won. None of our daily 
papers reported the case This is our 
little police state, since I am always 
rather red-hot news and can hardly blow 
my nose without it being noted some¬ 
where, You may like to report and 
comment on this case. 

Hilary Boyle. 


and a £75 fine for assaulting Lawrenoe 
Hennessy on Christmas Eve. Imposing 
the fine the magtstrale said, I accept 
thal there were rather unusual circum¬ 
stances and that you were subjected to 
extreme provocation.' 

There is not a rabbit that thal same 
charge could not have been levelled at 
should il have ever succeeded in scratch¬ 
ing a fox. At the lime of the Grosvenor 
Square demonstration some misguided 
enthusiast kicked a policeman in the 
face and the whole of our middle-class 
press screamed for vengeance and the 
collection boxes went the rounds of the 
saloon bars for economic aid for the 
unfortunate policeman. As I understand 
it, and one must use the case of the un¬ 
fortunate Jamaican hus conductor as 
one's guide, if the policeman had used 
his truncheon to defend himself against 
the boot-happy demonstrator then that 
policeman would have been liable to a 
fine of £75 and a six months* sentence. 
Or does the logic break down some¬ 
where, depending on the cut of the 
uniform and who you are hitting? 

Arthur Moyse. 


Open the Files I 

Continued from page 1 

that spies would be sent to political 
meetings to report back. 

The dossier is full of forgeries such as 
the unlikely letter from the Headmaster 
of the William Ellis School telling the 
University that a prospective enrolment 
for a course in molecular science was a 
member of the London Schools Action 
Group and this is endorsed with a note 
initialled JBB ‘Reject this Man’. Why 
should a University think a man in SAG 
was unsuitable for molecular science? 
A further forgery thanks the Headmaster 
for his information. 

Another forgery purports to reprint a 
leaflet given out by University students 
to pupils of the Abbey High School. The 
document is entitled 'Is your school 
democratic?* and is allegedly published 
by Coventry SAU, According to the 
d^umentation this document disturbed 
none other than Enoch Powell who got 
it from a Kenilworth lady, he passed it 
on to Dudley Smith, the Member for 
Kenilworth—are we seriously asked to 
believe that this is the way MPs and 
Universities work? Mr. Smith Is reported 
to have got in touch with the University. 
Meanwhile, the University got on to the 
Local Education Authority, so we arc 
led to believe—and the local education 
officer insisted, that the University 'took 
a serious view of the incident* (Le. 'the 
leaffetting*) and according to alleged 
minute the person concerned would be 
’spoken about to the police* and recon¬ 
sidered *as to whether he was properly 
qualified for entry to his course al 
Warwick’. 

A really incredible document is the 
next e.xhibit which proves that the whole 
matter must be a forgery or else big 
business is full of spies and imbeciles. 
A certain Gilbert at Bowater House 
(occupied by Rootes of Coventry) sent 
a Mr, Catchpole (Director of Legal 
Affairs), to a meeting of the Coventry 
Labour Party (that revolutionary body!) 


AMMON HENUAOY 
DIES 

AM MON HENNACY, the individual 
anarchist who has picketed, fasted 
and been arrested for peace demon¬ 
strations more times than anyone in 
the movement, died January 14 of a 
heart attack in Sail Lake City. He 
was in the hospital six days but his 
condition had not appeared critical 
He was 77 years old. Along with 
Dorothy Day, he was for many years 
a mo%fing spirit of the Catholic Worker 
Movement. He also was a longtime 
member of WRL and the recipient of 
the League’s annual peace award for 
1969. His book titled originally Auto- 
Ntfgraphy of a Cutholic Anurchhi was 
changed to Bonk nf Ammoth He quit 
the Church several years ago. His life 
was one filled with nonviolent direct 
action. 

He engaged in individual action as 
often as he did in group action. One- 
man picket demonstrations and fasts 
were his specialty. While still a church 
member he, along with Dorothy Day 
picketed the late Cardinal Spellman 
when the latter resorted to scabbing in 
a gravediggers strike. Ammon was one 
of the pioneers of income tax refusal 
and demonstrated frequently in the 
ultimately successful campaign to end 
nuclear tests in the atmosphere. He was 
a unique figure in the mov^cmeni and 
one who will not easily be forgotten. 

WRL News 


which was being addressed by a member 
of Warwick University staff. Mr Catch- 
pole was accompanied by a Mr. T. Nor- 
ton who describes himself as a Security 
Officer—of Rootes, However the Legal 
Director and the Security Officer find 
no ease for deporting the lecturer or pro¬ 
secuting him. The incredible passage 
then occurs, "Montgomery’s speech re¬ 
vealed a VC 17 definite bias against 
employers in gencml. I can only guess 
from seeing the man that he would be 
most likely to exhibit a similar bias in 
his lectures at the University. If this is 
the case the students would certainly be 
exposed to a most undesirable indoc¬ 
trination, as I do not think he would put 
the other view at all.* 

Were it not for an injunction against 
boring our readers by retailing these in¬ 
credible revelations we could print more 
of what 27 members of the staff, Mr, 
Dudley Smith and Sir Gerald Nabarro 
have protested about being made public. 

It would be naive on the part of stu¬ 
dents to believe that files are not kept of 
their political aaivities and to believe 
that big business and its jackal-politicians 
do not advise on selection of 'blue-eyed 
boys* for big business. 

It is told of a Home Secretary, former 
revolutionary J. R. Clynes, that when he 
asked to see his personal dossier at 
ScoiJand Yard he was denied access. 
Must this happen at British Universitres? 

Warwick may be *white-tiie* but it 
must not become a public convenience 
for big business. 

Jack Robinson. 
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mnk PlBcc. K W. 6 . MccUtiipi 8 pm tvety 
TiM4d«y 

FTNfANARrmSTS. Kcfiiulnr rnectmitN Con' 
lAct P,P . 271 PoTiobclIo KojiU, W II. 
mSXlMV ANARCHIST MOVEMPJVT. Sieve 
Ltimjan, 28 New Koed, Abbey Wcidd, S.F 2. Td.. 
ET 25317 Meeimpi every Fridjiy. 9 pm, Ltnd 
Rcailey, Hrosriwiv 

S.W, LDNUQN ANAHCUlSTa, xlter- 

fiAie Wcdnesdnyi. Cotrcsfiondejiee c/o Freedom 
ProMi 

WOTTING IIII.I 

w.n 

NEWHAM, Kii 
E 7 

EAST LOKDON UNDERfiROUND 

Reeretery' Anihoey MjittliiwTp 35 Mnyville Roerf, 
lAwdon. t-.n 


. S.P.S.H., IS Fowls Snuare, 
Keen, 1^8 Cluvi Loiidun. 


REGULAR WEEKLY MEETINGS 

Mondays. 7JO jj.in , nt ITi* 10. CTievviniittnti 
KeKents Park Hoad, N 3 

Tuefdays, 8 pm., il Freedom Hall, MH Willie^ 
chapel Higli iSircet, H I (AldBole Foai SiiilfjrU. 


REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

MAfINDIIAM ANARCHIST GROUP. Secrelary, 
Peter L« Mire, 5 Hannafore Roid. Rotlon Pirk, 
R ji uMii iliaiit, 16. MecUnp every Sumliyt 8 p.m.* 
im Ike imoke room of St. Martin puh, comer of 
Si. Alartin'i Lane and Jamaica Row 


MOLIINLMflUIJI AREA, hob Fry, 30 DougliiR 
Poole, iJorvet 

rORNWAlX anarchists. ConUet Arthur 
iHcobt, Jl fedroli Rood. St. AuiitelJ, Corn wait 
Meet/ii|!« on the Rocorid J^rid^ of each montJi al 
42 Pendjirvei Stieet, Heoeon, tjufibome 7.30 p ni. 
Vuutinr i otfirodoi very welconu 
PKA4 k At r I ON, koiy WeUbUiiifi, P.C.T Peace 
Acliori Groufj. Si Paulv Woiitl, PiifOmoutli^ 
Ifaru. 

I RUVOON LiaPilTARJANS. l4Uier}» and (kHa 
Ou«r, J5 Natul Road, Tlioriiton Heath, <.liA NGH 
f653 7540J or rontact Keith McCaoi, I l.ijigiMead 
Street, Weet Nm-wood, H.P 27. Pbope 67fl 72'J7. 
LUG WARP KFACE ACIlON GROUP* Conficl 
Meivyjj Fkirio, S4 Edgwartbury J ane, 

Mlddn 

FAllNIiOUOyGII. SI Myirlteii Ruiid, Myicliori, 
Camlicrlcy, SutJey Tel. PaniUarouglj 4i«n 
IlKHlSt f Ton tact Vi I and Joliu f-unnetl, Itl Try 
Rood. Clielk, Slav woe 

LANC aSI ECR. John King, 4 Hie Grove, I uji- 

Citirr 

LIVERPOOL ANAWCUISIS ft SiTUATlONISrS, 
Ctmlaci Gerry Htee, J6 J^'aulkuer ftijuaic, l.iver- 
puol 

LF.KTSTTK. G-oii(acl l>i end A Huniplifey, 
74 hliul) Street, f ciievtor O oice«tet 220461 
MiritlAt AID GWLOVr. cto Borrowdale. Coi- 
riaiv Drive. Froddiifti. CliBuhir# 
NOKIllAMPTON.SIHKr. ferry Philli|H. 40 
Oro*v«fjfjt Way, KcUcnri|t. Nortlmni^ 

NOR Til EAST ANAROJIST GROUP. Cimlaei 
M krnick, 122 Mtiwbriy Street, lleair.m, New- 
eavUe ort T yne 6 

NOMJII SOUJUUKl ANAMCIlIRT GROUP. 
ConUtel Ktyy Riiiery, 3 Abbey Sifeof. Iljilll. or 
Ofljffrey IJirfoot, 71 Si Thoinui Stroel. Willi 
ORPINGTON anaRC HIST GROUP. Kmtekh^^U. 
Nf Sevennakl,. Kent Rv^ry aljt weeha il Orceu- 
ivtytt. Kiiocltb^t Phone; KneckhQll 2316 Itrian 
and Maureen Rktiardion. 

PORTSMOUTH. Ken Rtiwhrkk. 26 liimbledort 
Hau KB, Land no rl. P or tn iru t h. Hi rit« 

RRADINC. 26 Hulmerflie Hood Tel. Heidini 
65645. Meeiinia every Tburiday. 


SOUTIiALL. Dave Srailb, 102 Abbots Road, 
Southall. 

TAUNTON, c/o pave Pouhon, 473 Bramley 
Hoad, Taunton, SofiutHut. 

WtlST HAM ANARCHISTS. Regular mccimjts 
and acUvkjes contact Mr. T. Plant, 10 Thackeray 
Road, East Hara, E.6 Tel.; 552 4162. 

ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION 

NORTH ESSEX, Write: Peter N^'well, 'Aegean', 
.Spririti j..ane, Light A^h Green, Co|clie«ter. 
BA.SliilON ft WiCklOKP, Mick Puweh, 24 
Cameron CNcjiac, Hrennvocid, 

IllSilOPS STORTFOfiD. Vic MowrU, 'E»slvjew^ 
t;:aallc Street, lliibom Stortford, Herts. 
IHEI.MSFORD, (Mrv) liva Archer, Mill House, 
PtiricigU, djoJmsIord, 

LPPINC, John Barrtek, 14 Centre Avenue. 
Eppiog. Esicr. 

|fARI,0\V. Annette Ourtning, 37 Longbanks, 

Harlowi'. 

LOUGHTON. Group c|d StudenU' Union, 
i-oiigtiton Cnlle§a uf Puriher Rduetiion, Borders 
t.ane, f.ouiJitPii, 

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION 

Sccreliiry: |»hil, 7 Trinlly St|uare, Premoti. 
ntAL'KPflOl,, Conmet Chrialiuc and Oralrnm, 
2 I Tinier Avenue, .SnutliNhme, Ulackpont. 
llOl.’niN, CuiiiiLi Icijiri Hiyii, 51 Rydal Road, 

Biitl’on * 

f JfOHLJ V. Cnnrict Kevin l ynch, 6 Garfield 
Terrace, Qinrley 

f.ANf AFill R ft JVioitl C AMIIL tum Howard, 
I6l Kycliiiiilr. ftriNil. |uiica>itiM, I micv. MeBljiig!* 
MoiHlay il ff p rii . Phli Woihliiead*ii, 30 nimktld 
Street, laiicivtef Eeitijlai' lUaralure Jtalci. 

MANr in siEH ANARC illSl GROUP, 

RbcNl fluid 11 eh, J4 k Water nark Nnadi SatrotiJ, 
f aiii:s rMfy 2516), 

5fAN4 lIF.SlI’R ANAlITJIIStS AND SYNIH- 
r'AlfMS, Jfdm WaljfiTr. Oyde West 

Manriicvtitfjiio 

MLRSEYSlilE ANAIU HI VIS, Conlacl P Puke. 

7fi Jluiktptwiri Kf»id. jj^erpmd. « . , 

PltKsrON ANAMrilRir t;MOUP. Hob W| ktn- 
lon, 73 TriOord gtroa* Pulton M*etinpi 
Wcfllntloii llotiT, dfvvBrtl Court. Proiion. WbiU 
ntadiya. H n m - „ , 

STOCRPORT. Have [crowtbar, ^ Street, 

Tdgelay, Stockport | 

SURREY FEDERATION 

liORKiNG. Munao k'^rk. 16 Overdale Road. 
Horkltig. Snrrey i 

EP.SOM* n wrigbLiil rollego Roatl- Fps<ii“ 
tel I'pMoin IJHnff 

KiNGsrON, MIeluBiftfjuIrrcl, 4 Wowliate Ave , 
Ifuok, t^ten’ilnflon 

G1III HHlRly, r .'nniaN l .pvom Grotm. 

MPHTON, FNim RutL, 13 AnUty Drove, I on- 


SUSSEX FEDERATION 

Groupii and individuals invited to associate; cfo 
Eddie Pooka, 5 Tilsbury, Findott Road, Whitfr^ 
hawk. Brighton, 

BRIGHTON ft HOVE .ANARCHIST GROUP 
TOWN ft UNIVERSITY. Contact Nick Heath. 
Fiat 3, 26 Clifton Road, Brighton. 

MID-SUSSEX. Contact Adrian Howe, 10 Silver- 
dale, Keyncr, HaiiSock!t, Sussex. Tel. Has.HOck!9. 
3458. 

CRAWLEY ANARCHIST GROUP, Contact 
Richard A^^hwell, 87 Bucks wood Drive, Gos^opi 
Green, CTawky, Sutnex. 

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST GROUP 
^sec detaih under Student Groups)' 

YORKSHIRE FEDERATION 

S'ecretary: Contact Lee<iH Group. 
ilAKROGATE, Contact Roger WiUh, 22 Princes^t 
Avciiiie. knare.*iiborough, York^. 

HULl.: Jim Young, 3 Frederkkt Credent, Haw¬ 
thorn Avenue, Hull. 

KEIGIILEVi Stove Wt>od, 26H Cavctidiili Street, 
Keighley. 

I.EED.S GROUP. Contact Martin Watkins. .3 
Marlborough Grove, I eedn 2. 

MIEFFIELDt Dave lellries, e/o Studentv Union, 
Western Bank. Slieltield, 10. I. C. Wood, 65 
Ghin oe Road, ShefHekt 

YORK. Koitli Natliaii, Vanbrugh College, He«- 
llngion, Yotk 

WELSH FEDERATION 

ABIRYVIWVlil ANAH< MISTS. J Smith, 
Niinieo^ Mam. Abery^twyili, Card$. Ikiihua 
MartiatuL ott* Sltideiit^' Union, J aura Place, 
AboryMwyiti. CbrJiij 

CAHIHEr ANARCHIST GROUP. All coirta 
|iund«ara loi—Pete Kayraond. 18 Marion Street 
Sulutt. (.'erdifl 

SWaNSPA ANAHCHIST group. Contact 
Un Eloni, IH Windior Street, Uplandi, Swansea. 
Meetings at tiie above addreat every Sunday at 
7 p m. 

LIA^NKI l.li Contact Dal Walker, 6 Llvruynnendy 
Hoad, Llinelll, Cartn. Tel; Ltanellt 2541, 

SCOTTISH FEDERATION 

All aorrev pond once to Bobby Lynn, Secictary, 12 
Koav Street, Glaaiow, S F. 

ABEKnEEN ANARCHISTS ft SYNDICAUSTS, 
Cimtact tail ft Peggy Sutherland, R Eavlomorvt 
Avenue, Aberdeen Rciiitar 'Freedom' Sale. 
IrifletthiH. etc Viaiiiing comrades wclcunie. 

Cl ASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP, Robert Lynn, 
12 HnNH Street. S.f: 

PIlIN BURGH. Tony Hughes, Top Flat, 40 Angle 
Park I'errace, Hitinburgli It. 

IIAMIJ TON AND DISTRICT aNaRCBIST 
GRaUP. Robert tia1«n. 7a Station Road, Hew 
St even n ton, Motlicrwell. 

11 EE, Bob and Una Tiimbull, I? Stnibedco 
Park, StralEwden Ho^pitaL By Cupar. 
MONfRO.SE. Dave Coult, 3 Eakvfiew Tonaoe, 


Fcirydeo, Mootroec. Angus. 

ROSS-SHIBlE. Contact David Rodgertr. Broon- 
fietd. Evanton, Ross^bire, Scotland. 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST anarchist GROUP. No iddren 
ivaitable. letters c|o FTCcdom Frees 

SOUTHERN IRELAND 

ALLIANCE OF LIBERTARIAN AND ANAR¬ 
CHIST CROUPS IN niKt^ND. c/o Freedom 
Press 

IRISH .ANARCHIST FEOEItATlON, Corre¬ 
spondence Liam O'Duibhif. 3 Gowrie Park. Dun 
spondeiice Liam O Duibhir, 3 Oowric Park, Dun 
Ljioghairc. Meetings Sundays, 3.30 p,m.. 10 
Col te lie La ric. Dobl i n. 

STUDENT GROUPS 

LOUGHTON, e/o Students Union, Loughton 
College of Further Education, Borders Lane, 
Loughton. Es*iejt, 

UNIVERSITY OF FdiSEX, Contact Andrew Chalk, 
William Morris Tower, University of Esisci, 
W'ivcnhoc Park, f^olchcTiter, Es^ea. 

KFFI K UNIVERSITY ANARt iUST GROUP. 
Contact Pete Hannah, c/o Studciiti Union, Um- 
vei’.^itv of Keele, Staffs. 

OXFORD ANARClliSlS. Contact JcjJin Nygaie. 
New College, Oxford; Steve Watts, Trinity College. 
Oaford. 

S%VAN.SEA* Contact Ian Bone, IS Wiiidjsor Street, 
LFplunds, Swansea. 

'I'AUNTON. Contact Dave Potthon, 47b Bramley 
Road. Taunion, Somemt, 

YOKE, Contact R. Atkiixs. Vanbaigh College, 
Hevlnvaton. York 

USE, St. OementH Hiiildlnfii, Houghton StieeL 
WC.2 

ABROAD 

AUSTRALIA, Federation of Aujdrolian Anar* 
chfeu, P D Iknt A 389, Sydney South, NSW 2000. 
BKLCIUM. Oroupe du Joumat Le Libertarre, 220 
rue Vivegnii, Lifege 

PROPOSED GROUPS 

hiONTREAl., QUEBEC, Anyone intarestesd in 
fomdng a Montreal area Anareluit group pleaie 
coninci Ron Sigler. Tel 489^6432. 

VANCOUVER T.W W. and Ubertarian group. 
Eoa 512, Postal St. *A*, Vancouver I, BC„ 
Canodn. Read *nie RsbeT—plcanc send donation 
for postage 

NOTTINGHAM and ari^. Contact Dave SmaJley. 
top fiat, 43 Biirna Street, Noitingham, or ibrougn 
folk club at tlie Central Tavern. Monday night*. 
NOVA SCOTIA, P. Ridley, c/o Newport Post 
Office. Newport, Nerva Scotia, Canada, 


Please notify us if entries in 
these columns need amending. 


























The Morality of uiorchlsin 


^HE ANARCHrST ASSERTION. 

dmt authority is a bad thing, 
naturally gives rise to two questions 
whicfi have to be constantly re¬ 
examined and answered afresh. 
What does the anarchist mean by 
authority, and on what grounds is 
he hostile to it? The first question 
was answered by Jeremy Westall in 
a short but useful article in A/iarchy 
25. in which he distinguished be¬ 
tween functional and wiiat I think 
he called instituiional authority. The 
first Is immediate, occasional, and 
arises out of what is being done, is 
assumed by, not bestowed upon 
someone who makes it evident that 
he has the particular ability to show 
others what is to be done in that 
particular situation: the other is ar¬ 
bitrary and traditional, it precedes 
and is imposed upon a situation and 
its participants, not achieved and 
created by them in it. 

in neither form is authority in 
itseil absolutely bad: it is the atti¬ 
tude of mind which in part creates 
and in part is created by acceptance 
of authority, that is the central 
object of anarchist critical examin¬ 
ation. 

In cither form authority may be 
useful, even indispensable: in either 
form it may lead those who rely 
upon it into mischief and disaster. 
In The Grammar of Assein, John 
Henry Newman argued persuasively 
that the child’s trust in its mother’s 
judgment is natural useful and 
good. All the growing child’s rela¬ 
tionship with the world does or at 
least should continue to be infused 
with this sense not so much of blind 


as of unquestioning trust: perhaps 
it should even be called that faith 
without which the world is a hostile 
and unmanageable monster and one¬ 
self a terrified and constantly and 
futilely burrowing rabbit: the habit 
and experience of trust is what 
above all enables men and women 
to become aware of the exquisite 
convergence of absolute inter¬ 
dependence and absolute individu¬ 
ality which alone makes human 
society. Thus arbitrary authority 
and our acceptance of it can enable 
us to learn many things; but it is in 
the creation and use of the other 
form of authority that the individual 
begins to know and to develop the 
faculty of responsible social living: 
even when such authority is in a 
particular instance misplaced, even 
then the character of the relation¬ 
ship between people which it creates 
is one which encourages the primary 
human qualities of self-examination 
and acceptance of responsibility. 
The supreme value of these two 
qualities is what should make us 
cautious of accepting any authority, 
and especially any authority which 
requires oor unreflecting acceptance. 

The anarchist then, as I see him. 
is cautious, even suspicious, towards 
all authority, and totally rejects it 
in some of its pretensions. So does 
everyone. But then of course every¬ 
one is in his heart of hearts an 
anarchist. What does or ought to 
distinguish the professed and prac¬ 
tising anarchist, self-aware and 
propagandistically elective — whose 
object is to strengthen and clarify 
the anarchism both in his own life 


and in the lives of others, is a care¬ 
ful discrimination of the sort of 
authority he is opposed to, and why. 

His oppcjsition does not depend 
upon an absurdly idealistic faith in 
human nature. His charge against 
authority is not that it ought not to 
direct men’s lives: but that it cannot. 
The existential fact is, not that a 
man ought to live his own life, but 
that he must. The metaphysical 
basis of anarchist morality is not a 
belief in man’s innate goodness: but 
an assertion of his perfecUbiJily— 
in the sense in which William God¬ 
win used tfie word (Erjgulry Con¬ 
cerning Polhicai lust ice, 1793). 
rather than in the sense his detrac¬ 
tors have popularised: an assertion 
that a man can continually extend 
the area of his conscious and 
rational conlroJ of his life, and that 
he docs this by constantly re¬ 
examining and improving the per¬ 
ceptions and reflections which make 
up that consciousness and ration¬ 
ality, It is this perfectibility which 
all authority tends to inhibit: so 
much so that Godwin thought that 
all obedience produces bad habits 
of deference and self^ignorance: and 
yet at times the saving of individual 
rationahty may have to yield to the 
saving of the rationality of the com¬ 
munity or even its life—or even of 
the life of the individual himself, as 
when an arbitrary interference un¬ 
graced by rational discourse drags 
back a man who is about to cross 
an unsafe bridge (John Stuart Mill): 
but again (as Godwin insisted) we 
must imaginatively consider always 
the possibility that there is an alter¬ 


native to physical constraint or 
authoritative direction even in the 
most extreme circumstances—wc 
underestimate, because we have 
lacked the courage to try, the full 
power of reason, and if there is 
failure it is not absolute because it 
is not reason that has failed but we, 
in discovering it to ourselves and 
others, and therefore the failure can 
be made good. 

OPPOSITION TO AUTHORITY 

Many people are opposed to 
authority who yet refuse to believe 
in perfectibility. They may assert 
that they reject authority simply on 
the grounds of their right to do any¬ 
thing they want to do—either all 
the time or under certain circum¬ 
stances (at weekends or in their own 
home). But what a man 'wants to 
do’ turns out to be, not simply an 
unstructured anything, but just tJiat 
which accords with his Idea of him¬ 
self and of his self-fulfilment. The 
anarchist propagandist must point 
out that It is this real self which all 
men seek, and that what they need 
is education in ways of seeking it. 
and above all they need to Imow 
that this real self is to be sought at 
all times, in all their work and play 
and not merely in the intervals, and 
that not to seek it at all times is to 
degrade that search into an insigni¬ 
ficant and ridiculous playtime, and 
thus to lose it. This search is that 
higher law of which Richard Drin- 
non writes so finely in his essay on 
Thoreau in Anarchy 26. in the name 
of which the anarchist rejects all 
other law. 


To be an anarchist is to he didac¬ 
tic and moralistic: that is why I 
have written in that style: to pretend 
that anarchism has another face is 
harmful to the cause—not to men¬ 
tion one’s own self-respect and self- 
awareness. My good friend Wyn- 
ford Hicks has written (and often 
said) that anarchist morality should 
be purely utilitarian and immediate, 
needing no higher sanctions than 
those of simple desire. But the 
point is, that all morality is utili¬ 
tarian and immediate. Its object the 
attainment of what Is desired: the 
question is. the nature of the desire 
to the attainment of which it is use¬ 
ful and immediately directed. A 
morality immediately and usefully 
directed towards the accumulation of 
money, is not useful to an anarchist, 
A morality of pure utilitarianism 
leaves out of account the question, 
as John Stuart Mill realised, as to 
whether tiddlywinks or philosophic 
contemplation—both equally effi¬ 
ciently and satisfactorily performed 

^is in the end more useful: to what 
we really want to be. It is what in 
the end that we want our actions to 
be useful to. that is the higher 
sanction which is always with us. 

3,11.1969 Martin Small, 

Martin Small, the author of this 
article died on December 15. 1969 
(one month after he wrote this 
article), ai the age of 28. A fidl 
obituary appears in .Aiiarchy 108. 

7/ you would see his monument, 

look around.* 


lysonder Spooner 


T YSANDER SPOONER (1808-1B88) 
^ one of the greatest theoreticians 
of freeihougbu and also a great ex¬ 
ponent of libertarian socialism. That 
bis name is unknown today to most 
freethinkers, and to most Libertanans< is 
a particularly outragcoiis result of our 
educalional system's being under the 
control of superstitious, reactionary and 
authoritarian pressure groups. It could 
be argued that hts was one of the dozen 
or SD greatest intellects ever to live on 
the " lorth American cofiiinent. yet his 
books have been allowed to go out of 
print and the average student encounters 
his name, if at all, only a> one of 
the leading Abolilionists. Actually. 
Spooner'n writing career extended from 
lri36 to iK8G, and in that 50 years 
he was continuously involved in ctu- 
sudes that were to his fellow citizens 
even more radical than that of the 
abolition of alt . cry. 

liis first l>ook. A D situ Reply to 
the Alleged Superfmtural Evidtnee of 
f hristimiity nHWj, atlemplcd to dciiroy 
I he Church i i an object t »f blind 
veneration; his la^i, ard brilfiant. 

work, A Letter to Vr'*ver fUevelond 
(1886), applied the umnitigatui 

scepticism : > the political S? ue Spooner 
wtVi a lawyer and his argunieni^, are 
put forth with the battering ram effect 
ot a good lawycrdi bncf, and in 
aylc (a;, Uunjamm J uckcr ^ 2 tid> of 
singular .‘itrengtk purilj md individyalUy 
whi’ih needed m emp nwne of Ibc 
device. of rheiorit i-j charm the tn- 
tellijtfcni rciidtf' 

'i he range of S|Kioticr writerinighi 
be rndiuued by u hsiing of .wne his 
most important book ^ f fedit. Currency 
a fi d Jinn kin g (184 3 j. iUf v < r ty fli lit rgal 
Causes and tt!^ i.egui Cure (1846); trial 
by Jury A Defens* of fugiUife 

Maw {1856); A New System ol Raper 
Currency (1861); Nn Tremm {1870); 
Universal Shmvn to be Lasily 

Ohfalmible (1879); Nautral Law ni5B2). 

Spooners most famous heresy (al¬ 
though even this is only famous in 
limited circles today) war* Ills opposition 
to the govenimcnfs Post OfTfcc mono¬ 
poly. He held that it Was an infritige- 
munt of free speech lo force a man 
to send his wriitcn thoughts through 
a governmental channel and deny him 
access to all other channels. In the 
hope of illustrating and implomenling 
this idea, Spooner defied the law and 
established his own postal service in 


the New^ England area, between Boston 
and New York. The attempts to 
suppress him he fought through the 
courts for seven years. An interesting 
result of this struggle was that his 
competition forced the government, tem¬ 
porarily, to lower their rates 80%, For 
this escapade Lysander Spooner deserves 
to be refurbished as a hero to the 
extreme Right, even if the rest of his 
activities provide small comfort to them. 
Incidentally, Spooner's great argument 
that a government monopoly of mail 
would evenmaliy lead to government 
censorship of mail was proven correct 
by the subsequent Comstock laws. 

None of Spooner's writings are dull. 
Even Trial by Jury, which does not 
sound particularly radical when orte 
hears its title, is devoted to proving the 
proposition that *lfiere arc no legal juries 
in America ,or England today'. Historical 
research, Spooner indicated, demonstrates 
that Magna Carta granted lo juries the 
right to judge the law as well as the 
defendant; that is, to vole on conscience 
raiher than on legal precedent. 'No 
greater protection against tyranny’ has 
even been granted to a people. Spooner 
argues, for, under this form of trial 
by jury 'the people defjnc'i ils own 
righi- against the government' whereas, 
under our present system, 'ihe govern- 
me'il declares it own powers over the 
peopk Hi/W this right was destroyed, 
i ritf Magiii! i Lirta, by 'interpretations' and 
‘nilings : !Hi tiow this re-interprclatton 
r t ^rved the pnw^i nf the f eudal (and, 
hiu-i. i\\, f'jpjtalist) ruling class, is 
Spt>-jner' 'rldctt, urid, in developing 
it. fully convinces one that the 

legal sysUin is, as Rropotkin 
later proved in a dilfercrit way. an 
Cfjgint of tyranny. 

Heads that were sent reeling by this 
argumciu were not com for led by 
Sp«Hij‘er''' subsequcni attack on the HS 
C ^"vfitution in his No Trcaion. Neither 
Voliaiic nor fdtcison, nor Marx nor 
( reLid, has ever tackled sn aw&ome 
an Author)lydigure so boldly und coldly 
us Spouncr does in this book No man, 
Spooner argues, Inis the right to sign 
a coni pact, contract or diurtcr binding 
upon other meti who do not sign it; 
the creaku-H of the Coristiliilion, theie- 
fore, made u system binding only upon 
themselves and upon such lands as they 
personally occupied and used; it was 
not binding upon any non-:;igncrs at 
that time, and it is not binding upon 


any subsequent generations. 

It is altogether typical of Spooner 
that he disagreed with his fellow 
Abolitionists on the secession question, 
insisting that the SoHih had a valid 
right to leave the Uman at any time. 
(He also argued that the slaves had 
a right to combine and 'secede' from 
the South at any tims, by force of arms, 
if necessary.) 

After demolishing the Church, the 
Courts, the Federal Union, the Post 
Office and the Constitution, Spooner 
turned his attention on the most sacred 
of all sacred cows. Even a century 
later I tremble to repeat this most 
shocking of all heresies. Spooner held 
>that the banking business is a fraud and 
a crime. Of course, Thomas Aquinas 
and a lot of medieval theologians had 
said the same thing; and so did Aristotle; 
and John Adams and Thomas JelTcrson, 
But such an opinion is not merely 
unprintable in America today—it actually 
seems to be unthinkable. 

Nevertheless, according to Spooner, 
all the defects of Capitalism are due, 
not to free competition, but co the 
lack of free competition—to the fact 
that the issue of money is monopolized 
by a collusion between government and 
certain banks, and that this monopoly 
is maintained in iiuch n way as to 
preserve interest in a technological age 
in which it is no longer economical 
Interest on real capital is derived from 
interest on money, and interesl on money 
is an arttficlal fraud perpetrated by the 
elevorness of some men and the gulli¬ 
bility of others. (Readers Jamiliar with 
Rocinli.st history will realize that Proud- 
hojt's siaicinenl of this argument against 
Murx’s vastly dilferciU inierpretatfou of 
Capitalism was the original cause of 
the split of sodaiisni into a libertarian, 
Of anarchist, wing and an auihoritarian. 
Of MmxiM. wmg. Spooner was a metn- 
her of tiu: Lirtil In lei national, the one 
Marx dmolved hecaiiso ii fmd loo many 
ruuirdiiMTi in it) 

Together with Josiah Warren (founder 
of the fjimous aruirchifit comnmnily, 
Motkrn Timci. on 1 ong Island), CoUmet 
William firccnc and I'zra Ileywood {the 
lirst man to go tii jsdt for printing 
birth'LOiitruJ infvirmaiiun in America), 
Spooner attempted to »,iail i\ Muiiial 


VVE CO TO VmSH ON MONOAv 
LATESI IIAIL for HI-(T;iPT 01 
LFFlim MEfcrilNi; NOTH IN 
IH HIE MON HAY IN EACH WI.EK 
OF El HLU ATION, 


Bank—i.e.. a bank of issue belonging 
to the people of the community and 
loaning without interest—in New Eng¬ 
land. Naturally, various legal obstacles 
were created and the bank was never 
allowed to begin operations. The Credit 
Unions of today arc, however, u trun¬ 
cated and castrated shadow of the mutual 
credit system Spooner was attempting 
to create. Someday, perhaps when the 
last Totalitarian State collapses in the 
final bureaucratic snafu of history, men 
might be ready to reconsider Spooner's 
voluntary and libertarian approach to 
economic justice. 

In his last years Lysander Spooner 
carried his individuaiism and free- 
thinking to their logical conclusions and 
became an avowed anarchist. His 
Nantral Law (1882) is a precise, 
thorough, exhaustive and crushing in¬ 
dictment of the whole system of iaw- 
by-prccedent which has come down to 
us from the Romans, and a plea for 
a total restructuring of society. Every¬ 
thing based on absolutism. Authority, 
metaphysics and stasis must go; new 
institutions based on relativity, liberty, 
science and voluntary association must 
be forged. The Open Letter to Grover 
Cleveland recommends the step-by-step 
dissolution of the United States Govern¬ 
ment—Army and Navy, Congress and 
CoiirU, tax department and post office, 
etc., until finally only Cleveland himself 
is left, whereupon Spooner advises him 
to return to his home and earn his 
living as an honest man. In piece of 


this huge. centralij;ed, authoritarian ap¬ 
paratus of government and control, 
Spooner would put a federation of 
voluntary associations supported by dues 
rather than taxes. Resigning from such 
an associatjoD would consist ccaiutt 
to pay dues; it would deprive one iff 
the protection against invadere provided 
by such an association, but would 
carry no further penalty; having left 
nn association, one would be free to 
form, or Join, any other association 
which truly performed useful and neces¬ 
sary serv'ices, for their members would 
keep members, and a person would 
not be dragooned into them at birth 
as we arc now dragooned into ‘govern¬ 
ments’. (The medieval Guilds and 
several Indian tribes have made such 
a system of federation work fairly well, 
incidentally.) 

'^Lysander Spooner may well be con¬ 
sidered the greatest and most consistent 
freethinker of all time. He questioned 
not one, but all, varieties of Authority 
which could not bear his questioning— 
every Authority based on irrationality, 
fraud, arbitrary tradition, or sheer brute 
force—he opposed with a vigour and 
a boldness seldom equalled in Literature, 
He was one of America’s keenest mlcF 
lecLs, and it is no accident that his 
name is almost unknown today, while 
wc labour under one of the most 
.Autlioritarian, centralized and priest- 
ridden govern menu since the Dark -Ages, 


Robert Am'oM WasoN. 
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Every Man His Own Publisher 


pJRSTLY. AN APOLOGY , This piece 
^ will he riddled wiih M', '1, and T 
bill IS not intended to be an advertise* 
ment for mwclf—anarchists have no need 
to advoriisc lo each other htit should, 
I believe, advcriise (heir presence to 
other people. In this country, for- 
tunaicly. you put yourself ui no great 
risk in advertising your beUefs and I 
ihmk that anardiisi^ could do a great 
deal more in this respect. One way 
of advertising your presence and youj 
beliefs IS to produce a magazine and 
this is what f ha\'e been doing in the 
last three years at St. .Albans. Now, 
after ten issued of Poctsdoos, it seems 
a good time to look back and see if 
It has achie\’qc£ anything and if I have 
learned anything. 

r suppose the original inspiralion for 
running a mag came from JeJT NullaU, 
who was editing a literary ^underground' 
mag in Barnet when I Jived there. 
This was my first contact with the 
small mag scene and w^hen J: mossed to 
St, Albans 1 had the idea that a mag 
might be one way of making contact 
w'lth tike-minded peoptc at St. Albans. 
One of the reasons for choosing St. 
Albans to live and work was that il w^as 
sidJ fccognisably an entity—a community 
of about 50XHTO tiling in a cfiy vw»^::h 
recognisable, though blurnng boundaries, 
a market, dvic hall, itrt school, building 
college, college of further education, a 
magnificcni Abbey and park and a 


noticed. Taking a cue from Attarrhy 
f decided thin each i.ssue ol Toctsdoor 
would have a loose son of theme and 
the firsi issue was dedicated to the 
French architect Le Corbusier, who'd 
jusi dic<J, and Picasso, who was cele¬ 
brating bis 85th birthday. The great 
thing about doing your own mag is 
ihai you can celebrate your own in¬ 
terests, influences/obsessions and I was 
fortunate to discover an English teacher, 
Phil Green, who had friends liiing in 
one of Corb's L"onit6s dllabiiaiion in 
Marseilles and wrote about it, Mitch 
wrote a poem to Picasso, I wrote a 
piece about both men, various other 
bits under assumed nantes, and most 
impoflantly, a sort of cod gossip column 
which was an unashamed advertisement 
for myself and a comment on the affairs 
of 'Snorbens". All my students referred 
(o Snortens and ? bad the idcEi that 
Pi^eixdcos should speak to, and for 
Snorbens, svhile posh St. Albans had 
the local Arts Coundl Circukr, The 
Abbey Diocesan Magazine and IVhtii’s 
On in Sk Albans, etc., to sj^cak 10 them. 

So 1 had il rnagazinc. 1 bought 
duplicating paper and siencih, a friend 
offered to help with the typing, I began 
to learn one finger style, designed a 
cover and did some illustrations and 
snuck in to use the college duplicator 
when no one needed it. The only 
other equipment needed was a stapler 
and a long inble for collating. 1 fi:?cd 


subscriptions und donations—at this time 
the mag was brc^'iking even financially. 
By the time No. 4 came out T had 
enough poetry from local writers to 
do IT complcie local poets issue wrih a 
picture of Ginger Mills, a celebrated 
local wihiman ?ind connrtist, on I he 
cover. Because of Ginger’s local interest 
value ibis edition wa.s sold out in two 
weeks and Ginfe, like the true artist 
he is, was buying copies from me nt 
a tanner and scHing them for two bob 
At this stagu, with a small financial 
surplus and an unexpected source of 
free duplicating paper, J decided to make 
the mag free and it’s been so ever since. 
We organised a poetry reading in the 


works of the Anarchist poet P. B. 
Shelley* No. 7 was a guest iissuc and 
a great success. Just to break the 
mould I decided to write to some 
established poets and ask them to con* 
tribute—of course 1 invited anarchist 
poets and anTong others. Dennis Gould, 
Arthur Moyse, Dave CunlifTe, Tina 
Morris. Paul Potts and Guy Gladstone 
were fe^atured. After No. 7 it was 
back to the locals and on to Noa. 8, 
9 and 10. 

I think i can say that P(?eisdoQs is 
established locally but I now mail be¬ 
tween 60 and 70 copies to readers 
oiruidc Snorbens' I print enough copies 
to ensure that at least 250 copies cir- 


definjtc sense of community and civic tlic price ai sixpence and on the first 


pride. Now the sense of civic pride 
fostered by the conservestivc-con trolled 
council and the immensely powerful 
Abbey hierarchy may not be what I, 
and anarchists as a whole, would ad¬ 
mire BUT. it has UNDOUBTEDLY 
helped to maintain the sense of place 
and community within the cit>'. 

Ai the time. I was greatly oppressed 
by the sheer size of Greater London 
and its attendant problems and the 
general drift, in cverv' aspect of human 
3Cti\ily. towards combination and central 
coDlTol. As my interest in Anarchisra 
grew, so the desire to live in a com¬ 
munity grew and so a second considera¬ 
tion in producing a mag was to con¬ 
tribute to, and foster, a sense of 
s^*ommumty* It seemed ridiculous to get 
neurotic about Vietnam when I didn't 
even know the people who were living 
and working about me. A third re:ason 
was simply to make contact with local 
poets, artists and writers and to offer a 
local platform for their work* 

One of the most importam decisions 
i made was to run the mag entirely 
by myself so that I would never lose 
CDUtrol of tt—I decided to accept help 
if it was offered but never to ASK for 
it and never to get in the position 
of printing something because 1 owed 
the writer a favour. I decided too, to 
ignore the local press and let the mag 
sink or swim on its own merits—^after 
the first issue appeared a reporter did 
appear lo dp an interview, but was 
rather snide and was given the bum^s 
rush very rapid. 

I am a teacher in technical education 
and one of the first friends I made 
in St. Albans was Stuart Mitcbel, whose 
address was then in Freedom under 
Herts. Anarchists He taught at the 
same college and was keen to contribute, 
and another teacher, Don Egner, a past 
reader of Freedom, was interested in 
wriring poetry and writing about muiic. 
Don agreed to review cheap label classi¬ 
cal LPs and J was to review cheap 
label jazz LPs—at the time no one 
was reviewing cheap labels very much 
and realty good buys were passing un- 


Saturday in January 1%7 I was selling 
them in Snorbens market. 

The first edition was 250 and i can’t 
pretend that I was surrounded in the 
streets by excited mobs, eager to be 
turned on to mutual aid and self-help* 
But gradually the piles of mags lying 
around ihc house began to dwindle and 
Peietsdaos began to circulale. Tliea a 
local bookshop proprietor offered to 
take them in his shop and 1 sold them 
to him for 5d. each—this immediately 
hastened sales and the remainder of 
the edition soon sold out. I must admit 
Thai the response to the appearance of 
Poasdo^s was less spectacular than 1 
hoped: one or two Idlers and a few 
poctm in MS was the only apparent 
respoTjse—1 hurried on to number two* 

Number two was about William 
Morris, a prime inspiration to me, and 
someone I thought was rather neglected 
by anarchists. I printed tm extract 
from News from Nowhere, some of 
Morris’s poems and lllustrattons and 
wrote a piece about Morris (later re¬ 
printed in Freedom), The diary con¬ 
tinued with record, book, film and radio 
reeommendoiions (rather than reviews) 
and general chat about local affairs, 
and I reprinted a statement from Viet¬ 
nam war resisters originally found fn 
the short-lived American anarchist paper, 
Block Mask^ This edition was generally 
less well received than the first one 
because of its rather strident anarchist 
tone and 1 decided that the third issue 
would be less polemic, with anarchist 
attitudes implicit rather than explicit 
and confined to my diary piece. This 
was an important decision because, from 
there on, Paetsdoos became more indi¬ 
vidualistic and quirky'—anarchistic in 
tone rather than in specific content— 
expressing an attitude towards life rather 
than battering people with strongly-held 
personal convictions. 



STATE 

VIOLENCE 

AN ARTICJLE published in U maid to 
Nova, 27.12.69, registerGi the names, 
dalee and localities of 98 people killed 
by police and carabinieri on occasions 
of workers' demonstrations between 
November 15* 1947. and October 25, 
1969. Combat of Paris for the tame 
period registers 91 aasaasinaled by the 
aims of the papal republfc of Rome 
and adds ^ ^674 wounded and not leas 
than Sff.OOO arrests'. We deplore violence 
that kills 16 people in the Banca 
Nazionale dell Agriculture at Milan* but 
we don't forget the 98 victims of the 
police and carabmterf, eipedalEy an these 
victims' assassins are known and an 
paid by the Italian govorunent 

— UAdunaia, 17*1.70, 
Transhited S.M, 


rpHE THIRD EDITION was devoted 
to fooihajJ :ind included poems 
about football from the first of the 
many local poets with whom I came fn 
contact via Poetsdoos and so at least 
one of the aims of the mng was reached. 
J also notice fri>m my diary piece in 
that issue thut 1 did a reprint of the 
first edition became of a continuing 
demand for it. Another important de¬ 
cision was then made to lake more 
care in ensuring that Poefsdoos drculaled 
in Suorherts -previoiisiy I was selling 
them to whoever and wherever I could* 
with (he result iltat only about ISO 
were fcichlng up in Snorbenn* JJy this 
lime I found that with a certain iimount 
of low treachery 1 could litho-print 
Ihc cover for nothing and No. J had an 
cyc-catching picture of a ladies' football 
learn. From the first 1 Itad resolved 
to make os good a job as possible of 
the duplicating and was ruthless about 
chucking out poorly printed pages— 
Id seen so many poorly dupUcated 
mags (hat were nigh impossible to read 
and had laiiy coven 7nt I fell the 
extra time and car ruid pay olf, 
and It did. 

Then ihtngi began to happen Un- 
soliciiod MS from local writers and 
poets began to come in. other magazine 
editors were sending me their magi 
and I received half a dozen or so 


local bookshop Vy the poets appearing 
in No. 4 and ran a more ambitious 
poetry and joss event, at a hall behind 
a local pub, with the band that played 
in the bar. This was a far greater 
success than wc expected and wc ran 
another as a .boniribution to the stnffy 
official St. Albans Arts Festival, Mean¬ 
while, quite ihdcpendenily of Poefsdoos, 
young poets in the City were organising 
readings* duplicatinij; their own volumes 
of poetry, a very anarchistic penny 
broadsheet appeared and the poets and 
jazz mnskians goi together to form a 
poetry and music group which has been 
gigging around for 1S months now. 
Snorbens somehow seems to have more 
than its fair share of good poets and 
musicians—since then there have been 
innumerable retdings and events, both 
spontaneous and planned* and a 'second 
wave’ of poets have come along with 
their own publications* There are now 
two poetry magsrincs appearing regu¬ 
larly in Snorbens. as well as Foetsdoos, 
occasional broads heels and one-off publi¬ 
cations* We ha\c run two shows of 
music* words and songs at the local 
theatre and plan events in the park 
for this summer. 

But back to Foefsdoos. I had origi¬ 
nally planned to do six a year; in the 
event, it's worked out at about three. 
No. 5* with more local writers, appeared, 
and then No* 6, the Shelley issue, largely 
wriuen by Mitch, featured the Ufe and 




culate here. The local record shop 
and news-stand take some from me and 
I give them away in the market—con¬ 
tributors are always good for di.stributing 
a dozen or so each. But it's a lot 
of work and 1 can’t visualize ever 
printing more than four a year. Now 
there are other outlets for local writers 
and poets I feel 1 can change the 
format and concentrate more on local 
affairs and the first edition of 1970 will 
be about the local gypsies. 

As to what's been achieved. Well* three 
years later Poetsdoos is stiff in e-xisteoce* 
but it became a poetry magazine, which 
was never my original intention. [ did 
moke contact with people in Snorbens 
and have some good friends as a result 
and 1 have had the opportunity to 
continually nudge people about pro¬ 
tecting their individuality, fighting cen¬ 
sorship* doing things for themselves, and 
being aware of some of the things 
happening on their own doorsteps which 
the local press ignores. I’ve made 
contact with other editors here and 
abroad and met some great people: I’ve 
had the pleasure of people asking 
'When's the next Foctsdoos out then?' 

I don't think the existence of Poets- 
doos has brought about any measurable 
changes in Snorbens but it has genuinely 
helped local poets, who have at least 
seen themselves in print and in some 
cases have been published cJscwheic as 
a result. 1 think maybe the mag has 


hcjptd pt^oplo to be more aware of 
tlreir ovi'n talent and to persuade them 
to make use of it rather than to wait 
for somebody lo do something for 
them. Above ah I think the 
of a mag like Foetsdoos is important: 
the mere fact of it demonstrates you 
can do things for yourself. 

As to the actual practicalities of 
making a mag, t h e following w'cre 
learned the hard way: 

Make as good a job of duplicating 
as possible; use a hacking sheet and 
always clean the type face first, i bought 
a second-hand typewriter for £6 with 
a standard and a wide carriage as well. 
This enables me to alter the size and 
style of binding from issue to issue. 

If you illt^trate the mag, buy a proper 
stylus and always use a very hard 
backing so you get a sharp line on the 
stencil—stencils arc much cheaper if 
bought in bulk. 

Coloured duplicaiiog paper is the same 
price as white and peps up the look of 
the mag* 

Keep illustrations in from the margins 
and they will print better. 

Collating la the greatest bore and 
some help is very welcome. If you 
can use or borrow a long table it 
makes ihc job much easier. 

As to content* from my experience* 
write about what you know—leave other 
people to write about what you don’t 
know, c.g*, there is no use me wnting 
about local industry and working con¬ 
ditions; the Cornwall anarchists, how¬ 
ever. arc involved and so write about 
it in their mag, I’m convinced, from my 
own experience, there is no point in 
crjdiessly hammering at mtcrnalional or 
even national si(uations* Stick to your 
own scene where there is the possibility 
you may have some effect* 

If youTc short of writers write it 
yourself under various names—you'll 
soon get more MS than you can handle. 
Know your awn town and your potential 
readers and aim your mag directly at 
them—try and establish a Style for your 
mag that makes it recognisable imme¬ 
diately—always assert your own per¬ 
sonal attitude to things—nurture your 
own ego and advertise yourself. 

The above remarks are written on 
the assumption that the thing is to 
be a one-man band—-I know that if 
I’d waited to get a group of people 
who were interested I would never have 
got off the ground. 

I see no reason why there shouldn’t 
be a thriving network of small local 
mags with an anarchist attitude, con¬ 
centrating on their own scene but loosely 
in touch with each other. This seems 
to me essentially an anarchist thing to 
do and not so very difficult—anarchists 
are essendally resourceful people* 

And a start has already been made. 
There's the excellent Somethings run by 
Geoff Charlton in Birmingham, Corn¬ 
wall Anarchists with their mag* Tim 
Duke and John Upton with Brighton 
Head and Freak, Keith Nathan and 
Mates at York Univei^ity with Black- 
guard, George Cairncross in Filey, 
Yorks* with Bogg, Red Fapers from 
Orwell Books in Ip.swich, and others 
Tve probably forgotten. A local mag 
can get to people in a way that Freedom 
can’t and if ever anything pnrticuJariy 
relevant comes up in FREEtX)M you 
can reprint it and give a good plug 
for Freedom at the same time. So 
get to and get the presses rolling—and 
balls lo Thomson and Murdoch. Every 
man his own publisher! 

Jeff Clovis. 


Notes from Holy 


W H THINK iliHt (here sue 75 nnar- 
cimiK held in jail. B very difficult 
lo obtain newn ffijru the Suuih, where 
moat of our comrades are in jail* after 
some ittugglcs in SkiJy and iMg-lia, In 
the North there arc five comrades in 
jaii m Pisu, two icntenced in Florence 
last week (two yean' jailj 
Our 17-year-old comrade Soriano 
Ccccanti is still paraly^^ed, having been 
shot by the carabinieri at Viaregglo 
on January J, 1969. 

About 12 or IT duplicated publicationa 
have been suppressed: Napoli Vtio, 
Bari Una, Linee per una Rivolmione 
Libertarian BoUetlno Fagi, Notoiie Anar- 
rltiche, Communimio Libertafio, etc. But 
all will be publlihcd dundeslincly in 


the next month, 

No one has been illegally held* but 
6 cun^ruiles are sltll in jail for the 
April 25 bombs* 

An old law* never abrogated, forbids 
every dupUcated publication if not first 
seen by police and judges. 

Our mail is opened and re;td by the 
police. 

Our comrades Liiiiito and Maria Luisa 
were que:stioned on the night of Febru¬ 
ary I from 9*30 pm. to 4.15 a*m., 
their house raided, their children scared 
away by police* and literature and 
notebooks confiscated. 7’he excuse was 
that objects connected with the Milan 
bombing might have been found there- 
TTiey found oothing. 


llic police and judges do what they 
like, because there is virtually no govern¬ 
ment, But the judges arc divided and 
last week there were some 'liberal* 
sentences. 

The repression having failed in its 
object of legal prohibition of all left- 
wing groups and a government of ‘law 
and order'* is going to weaken. Already 
it is sporadic and more stupid* We 
don't fear iL 

Anarchists, Mo vi men to Studentesco, 
Young Communists and Socialists have 
held strong demonstrafions. Many 
journalists are now on our side. 


From 'L** Forli, Italy. 
Translated by S.M* 
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March Agreemeni 


R ecently the eetu leadership 

(Cannon & Co,) signed, without 
prior consuharion with either shop 
stewards or rank and file, an agreement 
w’hich comes into force on March I. 
This is another treacherous step in their 
policy of class collaboration, being part 
of an overall plan by the joint action 
of the bureaucratic reactionary Executive 
Council which control our union, and 
the bosses of the electrical trade walking 
hand in hand along a road to bigger 
prohts. This document is another link in 
the ball and chain, that Cannon & Co, 
have put around the ankles of our 
brother members. 

The first example being the flexibility 
of the working day which spans between 
the hours of 7.30 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. 
Forty hours must also be completed 
between Monday and Friday before a 
spark qualifies for overtime payment, 
it also states in this part of the agree¬ 
ment that systematic overtime is de¬ 
nounced by the Joint Industry Board. 
Tell that to the average electrician getting 
up at 6.30 a,m. on a Saturday morning 
to do the overtime to maintain his 
standard of living, because of the fixed 
hourly rate the JIB compel him to work 
under at present 


The slight increase in overtime rates 
will be of little interest to the average 
worker on a 40-hour week taking home 
£17 on measured-day work. 

The next main attack of this agree¬ 
ment comes with the abolition of site- 
recruited labour, which will put a stop 
once and for all to the office opened 
up on or near the site, and the employee 
not paying the required fare from the 
real office. But look deeper, and the 
real sinister meaning becomes apparent, 
with the blacklist in operation which 
Cannon & Co. no doubt use the ETU 
computer for; militant trade unionists 
will no longer be able to by-pass the 
screening at bead office, and will find 
it difficult, if not impossible, to get 
work. 

The abolition of site-rccruifed labour 
is tied up with the foil owing and will 
operate thus. Where a job is more than 
15 miles from the employer's shop, 
workers living outside the 15 miles can 


be locally engaged, from the head office, 
for which they have no need to pay 
the rate or fare, for which the firm's 
office is located, hut the rate for the 
area in which the man lives; in simple 
terms, if the site is country located, then 
the firm pay country rale even if their 
office is London- or Mersey-based, w'hich 
in hard cash terms means 1; - per hour 
less. The plot thickens. Because 
Cannon Co. would not be able to 
police self-employed labour as they like, 
he decided to make it illegal inside the 
JIB rules. I wonder where Cannon will 
recruit his scabs and strike-breakers 
now? 

Cannon'S definition of a good shop 
steward is as follows: 

He shall be responsible for the 
application of the JIB Rules, National 
Agreement and National Working 
Rules, and for maintaining good in¬ 
dustrial relations. 

The JIB rules include penal clauses 


which can be the imposition of a £100 
fine and;'or three month’s suspension 
of the JIB card, which is more or less 
the removal of his right to work. 

Comrades, take note: the Prices and 
Incomes Board singled out the ETU as 
an example for other Trade Unions to 
emulate. 

At present the Shop Steward or the 
JOB/SHOP REPRESENTATIVE, as he 
is now called, applies for the overtime 
permit, hut not any more. "The final 
shift of power, from Rank and File to 
Hayes Court (ETU head office) is sealed, 
in this agreement, in as much, from 
March I and I quote: 

"From tune to time, as drcuimtances 
require, a Regional Joint Industry 
Board may declare permissible hours 
of overtime in its region. When and 
if such a RJIB declaration is made 
the pernmsihle hours of overtime laid 
dosvn must not be exceeded without 
RJJB per mi s si on J 

Finally, the reader of this article will 
note that there is no menlion of the 
struggle for conditions and pay increases; 
the right for shop stewards to negotiate 
for this at site level has been signed 
away by Bros. Cannon and Chappie 
in previous agreements. Electrician. 


Cannon’s Business Arrangement 


reasons for the anonymity 
of the above article is that the 
Joint Industry^ Boards of employers and 
union are all-pniwerful and disclosure 
of names could mean expulsion and 
blacklisting. 

That this fear exists was illustrated 
back in August 1968 when electricians, 
protesting at their union headquarters 
about a possible expulsion, wore masks 
so that a cine-film of the demonstration 
would not identify them. The union 
admitted that such film had been used 
as evidence at 'trials’ of members. 

The March agreement is but a part 
of a long collaboration between the 
Electricak Electronic and Telecommum- 
cati on Union {the ol d ETU) a nd the 
employers. The JIBs are the judge, 
jury and hangman for the electrical 
contracting industry. Previous agree¬ 
ments have brought in a system of 
grading, with different rates of pay and 
the abolition of mates. 


The JIB will ‘regulate and control 
employment (without abrogating an in¬ 
dividual employer’s right to manage¬ 
ment), levels of skill and proficiency, 
wages and welfare benefits and the 
industry's productive capacity’. Some 
of the JlB's defined objectives arc ‘in¬ 
creasing the profitability of the industry. 
Measuring output to ensure increased 
productivity and making corresponding 
benefit to employees. Regulating and 
controlling overtime and elimination of 
all unauthorised stoppages of work and 
providing for the right of appeal by 
either employers or employees from 
decisions of the Board to an independent 
inquiry^’ 

This joint policing of the industry 
takes away all freedom of action. The 


perpetual threat of expulsion (loss of 
ticket) and therefore the means of 
livelihood hangs over electricians. As 
such it raises the question of whether 
bodies of this nature should exist and 
whether they arc consistent with civil 
liberties. 

This is the type of agreement that 
employers favour and trade union leaders 
are increasingly obligtiig with, although 
not so completely as the EETU, Grading, 
productivity and flexibility arc creeping 
in to the agreements, often with little 
or no consultation of the membership. 
An example of this is the recent agree¬ 
ment in the building industry. 

In the Daily Mirror^ Mr Camion 
makes his position clear, if we did not 
know already, on how he feels about 


the views of his members. He said: 
Tower never has and never will leave 
the point of production, ft is, therefore, 
absolutely ridiculous of people to talk 
about power returning to the floor. 
But/ he adds* 'workpeople pay their 
trade union leaders to lead them—^to 
negotiate for them—and, in moments 
of crisis, to provide judgement. And 
that is what they should do.’ 

While agreeing with the first part of 
this statement. Cannon*s attitude is not 
one of an elected delegate doing a job 
of work for the membership, but of 
an authoritarian dictating what is best 
for the members. His is a business 
arrangement with the employers and 
has nothing to do with trade unionism. 

P.T, 


» 


Law and Order Strikes Again 


rpHE OBNOXIOUS Public Order 
Amendment Bill is now law. As was 
expected, of the MPs who strenuously 
opposed its passage through the parlia- 
raentaiy- ritual only two were prepared 
to come out onto the streets to take part 
in si£-downs. The PD and some local 
CRA were the only ones to defy the Bill, 
which now gives penalties of one month 
for a sit-down and six months for occupy¬ 
ing a public building (including univer¬ 
sities). PD demonstrations were held in 
six towns and the pigs noted the names 
of 111 demonstrators. It was later an¬ 
nounced by the Inspector General that 
this time no prosecutions would result— 
seen as a quid pro quo for his amnesty 
for the 16 pigs found guilty of ‘mis¬ 
conduct’ at Burntollet and the Bogside. 

The watered-down Police Bill is going 
through the motions at Stormont (as 


you were, it’s still the black bastards, 
since they refuse to accept Hunt’s recom¬ 
mendations that pig gear be blue like 
your friendly London copper) despite 
hysterical squeals from Willie Craig and 
Joe Bums. John Brooke is our new 
Minister of Propaganda and we’ve had 
12 bomb explosions since January 13, 
All in all, it’s business as usual. The 
explosions, so far all token ones which 
have not resulted in loss of life, have 
been at shops, offices, a liberal ex-MP, 
Crumlin jail, a street near the University 
and inside the Crum I in Courthouse. This 
splendid piece of activity (like the rest 
the work of the UVF) occurred during 
the trial of McKcague (or UV Fruits as 
he is locally knownj and four others for 
the Dunadry water-pipe explosions last 
year which succeeded in their objectives 
in getting rid of O’Neill and releasing 


Paisley and Bunting. 

The trial has been enlivened by the 
evidence of Squealer Stevenson who was 
broken by the army intelligence squad 
and confessed. He’s serving 12 years 
and has fingered some of the others, in¬ 
cluding M a lion, former paymaster of 
the UVF, and a certain Derek El wood. 
His touching plea was that since he was 
a serving B-man he was naturally against 
violence and couldn’t have had anything 
to do with it. Stevenson’s wife gave 
evidence about seeing guns being loaded 
up in Paisley’s Ulster Constitution 
Defence Committee rooms and the good 
Rev., at present undergoing regular 
treatment generally given to the mentally 
bewildered, is heavily implicated. So far 
not all the evidence against Paisley has 
come out and if it doesn't we'll print it 
as soon as possible. 


As I write the verdict has just been 
announced and to the astonishment of 
most people the UVF have been 
acquitt^. This will be clearly seen as 
another victory for buDy-boy tactics, an 
intimidated jury and a Government in¬ 
tent on crushing the left while tolerating 
right-wing excesses and bombings. 

This Saturday sees the first march 
since the ban has been lifted. It’s in 
Armagh, scene of the Paisley counter- 
demo in November 1968 and the Armagh 
PD are protesting that the Tynan B-men 
murder squad, who killed John Gal¬ 
lagher, still roam the roads at night and 
the imprisonment of local PD figure and 
Armagh CRA Chairman Niall Vallely— 
on the perjured evidence of a Tynan 
B-man. Vallely, who broke a pig’s collar¬ 
bone while protecting a young PD girl 
from police brutality, is due out on 
April 1 and has just been awarded £725 
for injuries received at the hands of 
local thugs. 

Irish Correspondent. 


Town Hall Staffs Still Tame 


VJUITH ALMOST 3iX)/X)0 members, 
’’ ihc National Association of Local 
Governmcni Officers, or just NALGO 
as it is !.iiaUy called, h probably the 
lamest and least mditant Union in Britain. 

Traditionally more concerned w^ith 
ptn^ion^ and security' rather than with 
cash, many Town and Cdy Hall em- 
ployeci still imagine that they arc not 
member*^ of the working-clas- at all. 
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but are middlC’^class. Recent negotiations 
would appear to confirm this view-, 
although there have been, mainly since 
the teachers strikes, a few militant- 
sounding noises from some members and 
branches. This, however, has had little 
effect on the leadership of whom, rumour 
has it, ihere arc a few communists. 

‘The Local Government employees 
must be laughing behind the backs of 
their hands ai NALGO members,’ writes 
John Price in the Surveyi/r of Febriiary 6. 
'Some moniJu ago they were sweating 
when a pay rise negolialed by the Union 
was turned down flat by the members. 
Negoiiaiors were sent scurrying back to 
the employers with the embarfassing 
news that the rises which they had agreed 
(31 7 ,.) were not going to be accepted.’ 
At last. NAI.GO, the w’hilC'Collar giant, 
was waking up—or was it? 

At first, local councillors, that is the 
employers, reminded NALGO about the 
sanctity of agrecmenis; but then, juf^t 
under a month ago. they Citmc up with a 
fresh otter, or to be more precise, an 
ofTcr of an oiler, or indication that they 
jtiiglit be prepared Lu discuss a further 
£25-£35 a year over and above the 
already-accepted li'K, for alt stalT whose 
annual salaries were less than £2.400 
(only a minority of Town Hall htaffs. 
such as senior architeefs and engineers, 
earn more than £2,400 h yearj. 

On Friday, January 30, the Union's 
National Executive Council called a 
special meeting in London. At last it 


looked as though something was going 
to hapi^n. A small group calling itself 
the Action Group picketed the conference 
hall, demanding an immediate strike 
ballot. The Action Group want a 10% 
increase for all grades, with a minimum 
of £100 for all local go%'ernmcni workers 
earning £1,000 a year or less. Inside, 
about 25 motions and amendments w^cre 
tabled rejecting the NEC's report and 
the employers’ offer of an oficr, these 
were telescoped into one motion. One of 
the amendments called for art across the- 
board increase of 15.5% with a mini¬ 
mum of £120; and anolher called on the 
NFC to prepare immediately for el 
national campaign tor militant action in 
support of wage claims. Mniichc.sicr 
IJranch Wiintcd a 2(JT, increase, and even 
ihreatened ii scries of one-day strikes all 
on its own if an oficr of le!is than 10* 
was accepted. 

Glyn Phillips, chairman of the Union’s 
national local government negot luting 
eonimitiec. urged the L500 delegates to 
accept the oficr of an oiler, because, he 
said, fit was tfic biggest cash award wc 
have ever been oftcrcir. Hut he did ad¬ 
mit that the Union’s negotiators had 
lost the confidence of the rtuik-and-file 
members, allhougb they intended to wfin 
it back by ficadership’ «nd 'action'. In 
the next round of pay talks, lalcr in the 
year, he said, they would ask the em¬ 
ployers if they could have at least KL'/ - 
Theo Harris, a senior engineer from 
Wandsworth, criticised the NEC for their 


lack of skill in negotiating with the em¬ 
ployers and mocked them for their 
‘timely’ announcement that they would 
‘set up machinery for militant action’ in 
the future. He called for a national 
strike campaign. At this stage, some 
delegates actually were moved to demand 
an immediate vote on strike action. This, 
however, was bad tactics at that stage of 
the proceedings. It gave Phillips a chance 
to swing delegates towards the NEC’s 
position. He told delegates that if they 
look a vote with so little discussion they 
would he leiting themselves be pushed 
into a comer with their eyes closed. 
That said, the vote was taken with no 
further debate; and the strike motion 
was defeated by 584 to 449 on a show 
of hands. And that was that 

Oldhrim branch unsuccessfully tabled 
an emergency motion calling on delegates 
to agree on an £8(1 minimum, with a 
further increase in August. After a num¬ 
ber of p^'^ints-of-ardor, the conference 
degenerated into a complete shambles. 
One delegate mumbled: 'Fm fed up. Let’s 
go home.’ And they did. First, second 
and third rounds to the NEC and the 
employers. Meanwhile, back in the Town 
Halls, grumblings and moans about the 
cost-of-living continue. 

But, of course, what NALGO members 
really need is some action—mil ilant 
actionf—not conferences, pious motions 
and amendmcnis. And they will have to 
lake that action themselves. Indeed, » 
Birmingham branch delegale. Max 
Bowen. wa.s more than right when he 
remarked: 'Tile offer is an insult, and 
should be kicked out as a show of 
strength to the employers. NALGO 
should stop touchirtg its forelock lo the 
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employers; the message from other m- 
dusirie.s was that militancy pays ofi.’ 
The sooner NALGO members realise 
that the better. It s the only language 
employers. private or govemment, 
imderstand. 

NALGO Member 

Postscri|U, The Union of Post Office 
Workers have accepted—subject lo rati¬ 
fication by branches an oficr of between 
9% and 18.5 for all their members. 
Said Tom Jackson, UPW general secrc- 
!ar>‘; ‘Wc got all we asked for.’ The 
Union were making arrangements for an 
alLoul strike if the PO had not agreed. 
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Union Recnins ‘Lump’ Men 


r IS NOT a pLtdjatiL Usk to report tm 
the defeat of a JustitleKl and honour- 
ablo rtand by workmeo, who have stood 
together on an issue of principtCp of 
opposition to the operation of the black¬ 
list and the use of labour-only 'Lump' 
merchants. 

Those carpenters who hove picketed 
the Si. Thomaii* Hospiut site of John 
Laings in Lambeth^ London, have been 
betrayed by those elected lo sen-c their 
interests. George SmiUi. the General 
Sbcrctaiy'. and ihe Executive Council of 
the Amalgamated Society of Wood* 
workers, have withdrawn their official 
backing for the dispute. The EC have 
had a meeting with Laings and they have 
agreed that Whelan and Grant, the 
‘Lunip* labour^only sub-contract or, can 
remain on the site 

The ASW will also be recruiting these 
Tump’ scall>TS'ags into the union as my 
article forecast last week. As part of this 
agreement, these carpenters will not have 
to attend branches to be elected to mena- 


bervhip, but will be aigned up and have 
their contributions deducted at source 
by the employer. The EC of the ASW 
have oa a number of occasions recom' 
mended this practice to the members, 
but each time the rank and file have 
voted against it However, the EC is now 
introducing it by the back door. 

Laings have olTered employment to 
the sacked carpenters on their other 
sites, but make no mention of the 
brothers they sacked before Christmas. 
The district officials are trying to nego¬ 
tiate their employment with Whelan and 
Grant in the hope of reorganising the 
site, but they stand little chance of 
success. The EC is also arranging for 
their National Officer. Mr. Greaves who 
is a productivity deal expert, to work out 
and introduce a scheme with Whelan and 
Grant for these newly recruited scally¬ 
wags. 

The ASW^ leadership is more mtcrcsted 
in producuvity and increased member¬ 
ship than the interests of the trade 


THE ANARCHISTS OF MILAN 


WE DEFINE in the points 
that follow is the unanimous position 
taken by the anarchists of Milan re¬ 
garding recent events, Wc underline that 
our basic position, since December 
has always been substantially unanimous 
in confirming and continuing the po.sJtion 
already taken after April 25 on the 
provocative nature of the attempts which 
there have been in Italy since the 
same April 25, on their political function 
and on the repression (see the notices, 
the manifestos, the press bulletins and 
numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4 of the bulletin 
Crovtttera Aftarchical 

DECLARATION 

L Comrade G. Finelli (fudged militant 
by the anarchist group's Black Flag 
and furthermore an active member of 
the anarchist Black Cross and of the 
circle Ponte DeKa Chtsolju) did not 
commit suicide. He was killed, directly 
or indirectly. All that the press, at 
the sv^ggcsiion ofr the police, can say 
OT has said to justify the thesis of 
suicide is lies. 

2. Picyro Vslpreda is innocent and 
an anarchist for at least 10 years (even 
if for almost a year he had been on 
the margin of the movement because 
of certain debatable positions he had 
taken up). We should therefore defend 
him publicly and without r<aervc, re¬ 
serving judgment on the obscurities that 
concern him but which have no relation 
to the accusatioj^s that liave been made. 

3. Group 22 March also Is not guilty 
of the bomb attacks. The political 
judgment and the debatabillty of its 
theories, the ambiguity of certain mem- 


STEALING FROM 

A MONO the poor aods who have been 
^ herded through the offices of the 
Social Security in Manchester, in recent 
weeks, have been a body of libertarian 
leaflletiers led by Manchester militant 
Jack Bennett, 

Many claimants have since sought our 
advice as lo thejr rights and entitlements. 
Reception from the SS managements 
has been mixed, with one 'poor law 
guardian' threatening to do violence to 
us. Though for the mo.st part they were 
careful to keep on the right side of us. 

About the middle of last month came 
our first real cate. An unemployed 
navvy, having beco told he was to lose 
a day's allowance, 31/-. compbined to us 
and we accompanied him to the SS office. 
Eventually we got to see a supervisor 
who assured us the man would be paid 
in full. 

Clearly, many helpless claimants arc 
getting fobbed off in this way, by either 
arrogant or ignorant clerks on the desk. 
With this in mind, the Manchester anar¬ 
chists have helped form the Manchester 
Oaimants Union, to combat mlndleM 
bureauciacy and to eosuie ckimanta get 
tiieir duo. 

THE FAILURE OF WfOFARE 

Clearly our expensive welfare iystom 
is far from satisfactory. It tends to 
brutalize the army of public functionaries 
who man its services and, in spite of our 
small efforts. It will continue to humiliate 
the vast majority of Its recipients. 

Ignazio Silone,* the Italian novelist, is 
acutely aware that k is in the very nature 
of what he calls the social aid State to 
bring out the worst in people, when he 
comments on the case In 1944 of the 

iwhMihiM if Freetfooi Pvm, Uid4wi. g.t 


hers of the group (according to the 
press and according to the denunciation 
by the groups FAI-FAGI of Rome). 

4, The antT*anarchist manoeuvre, based 
on provocative actions and on police 
persecution and on defamation by ihe 
press, culminated by the massacre of 
P. Delta Fontana, by the arrests, the 
perquisitions, the denunciations, and the 
calumnies and very violent press cam¬ 
paign, has been, as wc foresaw, the 
beginning of a larger repressive man¬ 
oeuvre against all the extra-parliameittary 
and union opposltloTi. 

It is clear now that this manoeuvre 
has been made instead of the putsch 
that was feared (instigated perhaps to 
hide what was really going to happen). 
This means that this has sened the 
ends, not of the colonels and traditional 
fascism, but of social dcmocrac>', which 
can often better serve the anti-revo¬ 
lutionary repression than a clearly 
reactionary regime. The connection 
disCi>VErc4 several limes bctwcefi the 
Gr^ek and Italian fascists (in particular 
there are proofs of Greek participation 
in the April 25 attacks) is absolutely 
not in contradiction to the polillcat 
analysis of the bomb atiacks, In fact 
it is certain that American imperialism, 
which supports the Greek colonels 
regime, has with them a common interest 
in a strong government in Italy, but 
realising that the internal political situ¬ 
ation could never stand an of»en putsch, 
must hide under the mask of social- 
democracy, 

Thr ANARCiirSTS or Milan 

(Trans, Stnarf ^^axwctk) 
Milan, 5.1.70 


A THIEF 

'moroccanised' women of Ciociaria. At 
the time, it seems, the Italian Govern¬ 
ment offered a little financial compensa* 
tion to women raped by Moroccan troops 
at the termination of World War H, 
Surprising as it may seem, in the parts 
of Italy where ’crimes of honour' are 
still frequent, many women took to press¬ 
ing bogus applications and getting their 
relatives to perjure themselves, for sums 
scarcely large enough lo cover the 
solicitors' fees, 

Sltone continues, ‘The opinion I once 
held, namely, that social welfare could 
be made to work better if it were taken 
out of the hands of the bureaucrats and 
entrusted to the responsibility of those 
directly concerned, has been badly shaken 
by seeing people reduced to the plight I 
have just described. It is of cour,te far 
easier lo gel away with swindling a 
public office than to deceive one's own 
workmates. But how to ensure that those 
elected to responsibility would really be 
the most honest? And how long would 
their honesty resist the pressures and 
petitions of their relatives, friends, and 
Farty comrades?* 

Whatever the State has a hand in, how¬ 
ever well-mean mg it might be, it auto- 
maticaUy contaminates. Good causes 
like welfare suffer the same fate as bad 
causes, once the Government takes over. 
To liberate Social Welfare froni State 
control must be our aim; if only because 
the general public rightly regurd stealing 
off the State as being like stealing from 
a thief. 

North West Workeks. 


* Encounter, March 1968. 'Rethinking 

Progress.' 
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unionists they btt supposed to represent. 
They wouy rather joiji up these car¬ 
penters. knowing that thw same firm 
operates a number of sitea where 
they pay by cheque and do not atamp 
any cards. This union, like the croployen. 
dtilikes and (tttrs strong union organi- 


tmenr 

Dear Friends, 

Ron Pearl makes an admirable, if not 
entirely complete, exposition of the cur¬ 
rent politico-cricket crisis May 1 supple¬ 
ment it? 

Till last December when the MCC 
reaffirmed its intention to go ahead with 
the non-colouied South African tour, 1 
had for over twenty years been a mem¬ 
ber of that club; then I resigned. Nearly 
ten years ago 1 was a lone voice at the 
Annual General Meeting of the club, 
when the President welcomed the then 
forthcoming South African tour: I spoke 
for ten minutes in an icy hush to an 
audience largely (hut happily not en¬ 
tirely) composed of bigots. So I am in 
a good moral position to comment! 

The first point is that almost 80 years 
ago, the second English team to tour 
South Africa played a coloured team: 
the only occasion this has happened. 
Significantly, the amateurs refused lo 
take part. The coloured team contained 
a fine alb rounder named T. Hendricks: 
he was good enough lo have been chosen 
for the first South African tour to this 
country' shortly after in 1894, but was 
omitted on purely racial grounds, as ad* 
mittcd by the liberal, but powerIcAS, 
captain of the side, who deplored the 
matter. 

All thal was long before Vorwoerd or 
Vorstcr were ever heard of: it is how 
•white' South Africans have always be¬ 
haved, and in particular, those of 
English origin. 

The second point is that the MCC, 
who are far to the right of the Tory 
Party's polilicai spectrum (I have heard 
some very vile things stated inside that 
pavilion about both Jews and coloured 
people) are playing politics. They want 
Id keep io touch uth South Afrtn, they 
swallow the South .African anti-com¬ 
munist line, To them anyone as far left 
as Sir Edward Boyle is a fellow-travener. 
They wish by any means to see the 
Tories in power, and tholr long-term un¬ 
spoken reasons for wanting the non- 
coloured tour lo go on is so that they 
may play the lomawdcr' issue as hard 
as they can in the hope thal the result 
will be a Tory' electoral victoiy. 

The lomawdcr' issue is. of course, 

Biafra 

Dear Comrades. 

Nigel Wrighl in his letter on Biafra 
describes himself as a libertarian and 
then goes on to describe the Ojukwu 
regime as 'probably the only workable 
set-up in present circumstances'. Has he 
forgotten thal under similar conditions 
of chaos and foreign invasion the Spanish 
workers of 1936 and the Makhnovites 
of the Russian Revolution managed to 
carry out the 'libertarian experiments' 
which Nigel Wright contemptuously con¬ 
siders impractical in Biafra? (And if it 
is objected that both were defeated then, 
what else happened to the Tesponsiblc 
leaders' of Biafra7) 

It would be interesting to know what 
kind of libcriarian Nigel Wright con¬ 
siders himself to be. Few people, what¬ 
ever their political persuasion, would 
doubt that a free society is desirable 
What however distinguishes the liber¬ 
tarian is his belief that such a society is 
not only desirable but practical. If Nigel 
Wright merely pays lip service to a free 
socicly but in conditions of ‘extreme 
emergency' (and is a revolutionary situa¬ 
tion ever anything else?) calls for 'strict 
organisation and responsible leaders', he 
hardly seems to deserve the title. 

Ferhaps if he were to tell us what 
policies tJtese ^responsible icaderi^' should 
follow we would be able to judge what 
part of the non*anRrchist political spec¬ 
trum he belongs tOn 

Yours fraternally. 

Beacom'field, Bucks, Roofr SAHf>ELL. 

Tha Glass Struggle 

Dear Editors, 

Surely Jan Sutherland (24.1.70) is being 
superficial in dismissing Dnvo CunlifTc's 
articles (17.1.70 and, no doubt, 24.1.70) 
as reality dodging. 

In achieving an anarchist revolution, 
there are the two possibilities of violence 
and non-violence. Moral quoationji apart, 
violence must be rejected, since violence 
directed towards a specific end needs a 
rigid structure of organisation (not the 


sation at site level. They both want dii- 
clplined trade union membere who only 
carry tickets for a job. With unemploy¬ 
ment growing in the industry, all the 
militant trade unionists will be without 
jobs while alt the scallywags will be 
working. 

This deal with Laings should receive 
the widest publicity and be made known 
to the members of the ASW. This will 
show them that it is not official support 
that one should seek when in dispute, 
but that of fellow trade unionists, 

PT, 


being deliberately incorrectly stated by 
the MCC and by Tory spokesmen gener¬ 
ally, when they talk of the right of the 
majority (if Indeed it be a majority', but 
that is for my purpose irrelevant as an 
issue). That right is heavily qualified: 
the majority may not do anything re¬ 
pugnant to a minority, however lawful, 
if the lawful protests of the mlnorit>‘ 
against the majority's action should lead 
to a breach of the peace. The point Is 



tellers 



that it is not the protesters who cause 
the breach of peace: It is the intention 
of the performers to persist in their 
action despite receipt of protests from 
their opponents, that occasions a breach 
of the peace, (Anyone who ever had to 
deal with communal riots, as 1 did in 
India in days long gone by, will confirm 
that this is the true position.) Thus pro¬ 
vided the anti-apartheid demonstrators 
do nothing outside the law—and there 
are countless methods of lawfully dis¬ 
rupting a cricket match (which in this 
context does not differ from the bygone 
cock-fighting and bear-baiting, and the 
modem blood sports>“it is they who arc 
entitled to protection by the police not 
the cricket authorities. 

Apologies for the length of this but 
it seemed worthwhile selling it out. 

Yoxirf, , ^ 

Cornwall Rowland Bowen. 

P,S.—By the way. some of MCC's 
troubles is semantic, owing to insuffi¬ 
cient command of the English language 
—they welcomed all 'creeds' getting to¬ 
gether in South Africa: no one ever 
supposed there was a religious angle in¬ 
volved: and they now welcome a miiltt- 
ntcial team composed entirely of JewsM!! 
(their words). 

Arbour Square 

Squat 

Freeze-Out 

BLANKETS & OIL STOVES 
URGENTLY NEEDED ! 

Arbour Square, London El 


loose structures to be found at present 
among anarchists). When the revolution 
is achieved, such a structure will not 
wither away, however much Ian Suther-^ 
land may dream of this conclusion, 

A non-violent revolution needs the 
co-operation of most of the population. 
If it is not immediately to be crushed 
or corroded. The first task must there¬ 
fore be to spread the ideas of anarchisms 
which cannot be done with the isolated 
notion of class struggle, since the con¬ 
cept is rooted in the present and would 
have no meaning in an anarchist society 
and moreover only appeals to those at 
present 'workers' who arc by no means 
the whole population, whereas anarchism 
is for all. since by its nature it cannot 
cncompais such cxdusive structures. 

It is not enough for workers slowly 
to gain control of production, since any 
such movement will be stopped with the 
tacit consent of the public at large unless 
they arc themselves positively sympathetic 
lo anarchist ideas. 

For practical reasons then, anarchism 
cannot be a piecemeal process, such as 
thal of gaining workers' control. By its 
nature it must encompass and nulicatly 
alter the whole concept and way of life. 
To communicate the ideas of anarchism 
in a practical w'ay requires therefore a 
whole vision of life, and U is to this that 
Duve Cunliffe is contributing. It is not 
dodging realiiy, 

Michael Skaife d'Ingkrthorpe, 
Harrow, Middx, 



Itie Agony*, play that Obi Egbuna, 
Black Panther activist, wrote in 
Brixlon Prison, Unity Theatre: 
February 21 lo March 15. Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays, Members 
only. Associate membership 7,6d. 

Sharpville. Saturday, March 21, Eveni 
Trafalgar ,Square 3 p m. 

Sharpville. Sunday. March 22. Freedom 
Theatre, Lyceum. Strand, 7.30 p.m, 
Sharpville massacre 10th anniver¬ 
sary. 

Wanted. Working secondhand TV with 
BnC2. State price. Contact T. Car- 
mackn C O Freedom Press. 

Anarchiitf answer to the CP's 'Ultra 
Leftism in Britain' and other pseudo- 
leftists (pamphlet), Laurens Otter, 
35 Niitai Road, CR4 WQH 

Liieraii-ty pe occupation, e.g, iranslntion, 
research, sought by home-based 
anarchist. Liz Willis, 44 Atlantic 
Avenue. Belfast 15. 

Now availuhle: Solidarity Chtcago'i Anar¬ 
chist Wall Calendar. Page a month. 
17/6 inc. post from Freedom Book¬ 
shop. 

MiincheNter Antl-Fleclloii Cumpjtiin. Bill 
West. 16 Northern Grove. West 
Didsbury. Manchester 20, Meetings 
every Wedncsdiiy. 

Regional ronference. Sunday. March 14, 

I p m,, Vanbrugh College, nesting* 
ton. York. Send material for agenda 
duplication as soon as possible. 
Details and map will be sent. Ma¬ 
terials and cnqiiirios to R. O, Atkins 
at the above address, 

Miguel Garcia Gitrdn will speak Nt 
meetings and to groups. Expenses 
required. Contact S. Cbrislie. 10 
Gilbert Place, London, W.C.L 

Tof>' Five Polnl Fasdsjii Ftectioiieeiiag. 
Wc must start our work now-pro- 
pa ration for printed Icafiets and 
posters for n nationwide factory gate 
campaign™mouey and ideas needed „ 
—Interested? Contact L.S.F., c/o 
Keith Nathan, Vanbrugh College, 
HcsUnglon, York, 

Definite date for 'Floodgates of Anarchy^ 
—now February 24. 

Port Tutbut Croup, 18 Maesiy Conol, 
Baglan. Port Talbot. Glam. Phone: 
Britton Ferry 2093. 

Angry Arts FBm.s. 'Troublemakers' US 
newsreel film. February 26 and 27, 

8 p.m., Camden Studios, Camden 
Street, N.WJ. 5/-. Enq. 263 0613. 

Anyoire interesled m contacting other 
comrades to discuss theory, practice, 
etc., through the post, please contact 
Eric S. Hetherington, Corbie Lynn, 
Llanwrtyd Weils, Breconshire. 

‘Fact.s on the Nalional Front', Pamphlet 
of information, prir^e I/- inc. postage 
from Freedom Bookshop. 

Syndieulist Workers Federation, New 
address: 18 Scoresdale, 13 Beulah 
Hill, S.E.19. 

Anyone in Fdinburgli wishing anarchist 
activity please contact Tony Hughes, 
Top Flat. 40 Angle Park Terrace. 
Edinburgh 11. 

PoLitioil Prisoners Tortured in BrmzjL 
Demonstrate. Brazil Film Season, 
National Film Theatre, South Bank. 
March; Wednesday 4, 6.IS and 8.30 
p,m. Friday 6, 11 p.m. and Friday 
13, 11 p.m. 

York Group Need Speakers. Expenses 
and accommodation arranged. Write 
R. Atkins, Vanbrugh College, Hes* 
linglon, York. 

Every Tuesday Evening at Freedom Half, 

Informal discussion / entertainment f 
chess evenings. Small musical in¬ 
struments and pocket chess sets wel¬ 
comed. Refreshments. From 7 p.m. 
admission 2;*. Proceeds to Press 
Fund, All Welcome. 

Coinhal Acnifeinic Fiychology. Confer* 
ence at Keek. March 7-8. Anti- 
Behaviourism; Psychology in ihc 
service of the late capitalist Stale; 
Examination of Altcmativos; Body 
—Freudians (Brown. Reich, Mar¬ 
cuse), Phenomenological Approaches 
(L,img. Merlcau-Pomy)* “Humaais- 
tic" Psychology. Psychedelia, etc. 
Anyone willing to write a paper or 
anyone wanting details, please con¬ 
tact Keith Paton, 21 Victoria Street, 
Basford. Sloke-on-TrcnL 

UrgenL Help fold and diapatch Fiuepmsi 
every' Thursday from 4 p.m. onw'artfs. 
Tea served. 

Malafcsta Poster Screeii FHnted, 7/6 (me. 
post) from Freedom Bookshop. 

Schools Anarchist Group in Gloucester¬ 
shire? Contact Kale Jt Joe. 3 Withy 
Lea, Leonard Stanly, nr. Stonehouse, 
GLIO 3NS, Glo». 













